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The nineteenth century is the century of the novel and realism is the mainstream. | tried to highlight
its major themes, taking Balzac, Hugo, Flaubert, Zola and Goncourt as object. First, Balzac and
Zola emphasize the dynamism of Paris in opposition to the doldrums of the provinces, inscribing
the action and fate of their characters in Paris. Then, writers grant for the first time an independent
and privileged status to the people in the history of the novel, because the people made their
appearance on the historic scene in the wake of the French Revolution. And finally, the body and
its pathology are presented as important elements in the realistic novel of the second half of the
nineteenth century, especially in the novels of Goncourt and Zola.
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The nineteenth century is the century of the novel and realism is the mainstream. I tried to highlight its major themes, taking Balzac,
Hugo, Flaubert, Zola and Goncourt as object. First, Balzac and Zola emphasize the dynamism of Paris in opposition to the doldrums of
the provinces, inscribing the action and fate of their characters in Paris. Then, writers grant for the first time an independent and
privileged status to the people in the history of the novel, because the people made their appearance on the historic scene in the
wake of the French Revolution. And finally, the body and its pathology are presented as important elements in the realistic novel of
the second half of the nineteenth century, especially in the novels of Goncourt and Zola.
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