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| have achieved high research results with political, social and academic contributions this year.

In August 2018, | had a chance to visit Kunashiri Island and Shikotan Island by participating in the
visa-free exchange flamework. | could make the good result of the research though the field
research and discussion with the residents, journalists and so on understanding the reality of the
current situation. | clearly observed the reality of the Russification and the modernization of the
Northern Territories. In addition, the residents’ feelings are radically changing; and people have
great trust to the Russian government, on the other hand, they are opposing against the returning
to Japan.

In addition, | also analyzed this issue by literature studies. Then | had many oral presentations in
Japan and in Europe. The themes of these presentations were comparative studies of the Russian
territorial problems such as the compering the cases of Estonia and Japan, the Japan-Russia
relations focusing on the Northern Territory issues and so on. In addition, | wrote many reports
concerning the Northern Territory issue in English and in Japanese. Furthermore, | published a
book concerning Russia-China relations in Eurasia, and it also includes the meaning of the
Northern Territory from the Russian security point of view. Then, | could provide many points to
think about Northern Territory issue.

| think the results of this research were regarded by many foreign researchers including Russian
researchers. My works have been widely cited in the Japanese media, and have been welcomed
by several government officials. Especially in November 2018, when the "2 island returning" option
was highlighted, my article drew much attention from various media.

This research is currently in progress, but | think that | could attain the Remarkable achievements
in the first year.
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Towards the solution of the Northern Territories Issue: A multi—faceted approach through case studies of territorial issues of foreign
countries
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I have achieved high research results with political, social and academic contributions this year.

In August 2018, I had a chance to visit Kunashiri Island and Shikotan Island by participating in the visa—free exchange flamework. I
could make the good result of the research though the field research and discussion with the residents, journalists and so on
understanding the reality of the current situation. I clearly observed the reality of the Russification and the modernization of the
Northern Territories. In addition, the residents’ feelings are radically changing; and people have great trust to the Russian
government, on the other hand, they are opposing against the returning to Japan.

In addition, I also analyzed this issue by literature studies. Then I had many oral presentations in Japan and in Europe. The themes
of these presentations were comparative studies of the Russian territorial problems such as the compering the cases of Estonia and
Japan, the Japan—Russia relations focusing on the Northern Territory issues and so on. In addition, I wrote many reports concerning
the Northern Territory issue in English and in Japanese. Furthermore, I published a book concerning Russia—China relations in Eurasia,
and it also includes the meaning of the Northern Territory from the Russian security point of view. Then, I could provide many points
to think about Northern Territory issue.

I think the results of this research were regarded by many foreign researchers including Russian researchers. My works have been
widely cited in the Japanese media, and have been welcomed by several government officials. Especially in November 2018, when the
“2 island returning” option was highlighted, my article drew much attention from various media.

This research is currently in progress, but I think that [ could attain the Remarkable achievements in the first year.
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