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In order to review contemporary awareness of futurology, which became more active intellectual
focus in the late 1960s and early 1970s, apidly intensified in the 1960s and 70s, | conducted
analysis of the video materials of "1970s, Our World", a television documentary series broadcast
by NHK. However, since collection of the video material is highly incomplete at the NHK archive.
Thus, | needed to go through and analyze the broadcast script. By looking into more than 30
programs. it was confirmed that following issues were central themes of discourses concerning
future of Japan then.

First of all, interest in non-materiel values had been keener in the early 1970s, when the results of
rapid economic growth were shared widely across the society. There was concern about
environmental issues, changes in family relationships, and the expansion of women's social roles.
Though these problems are still relevant today, it is interesting to note that during this period what
was talked about was global cooling and the challenges caused by population explosion.

Second, as a result of technological progress, new sets of challenges posed by technology were
widely discussed with a sense of uneasiness. For example, medical technology, nuclear power, or
noise problems due to the expansion of air traffics were taken up as serious problems. In addition,
issues such as ethics related to organ transplantation and loneliness of old people due to longevity
of life were also considered. With the development of automation technology, the need for human
labor were expected to be dramatically reduced, and "leisure society" was predicted. The
discourse is somewhat resembles today's discussion about Als.

Thirdly, direction of Japan's changing international position was repeatedly questioned. On the one
hand, with Japan's growing national power, it seemed that Japan-US relations would not be the
same as before. On the other hand, Japan's exceptional position in Asia, in particular Japan's
economic exploitation of Asian neighbors and reproduction of poverty in Asia was repeatedly
talked about. This dependency theory obviously overlooked explosive economic expansion of the

Asian NIES and then China, which actually took place over the last 30-40 years.




Because it took a longer time than expected to browse the NHK materials, | could not finish writing
an article on this subject by the end of the fiscal year, but | would like to work out an article,
incorporating my analysis on the futurology in the US around the same period.
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A historical review of futurology
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In order to review contemporary awareness of futurology, which became more active intellectual focus in the late 1960s and early
1970s,apidly intensified in the 1960s and 70s, I conducted analysis of the video materials of “1970s, Our World”, a television
documentary series broadcast by NHK. However, since collection of the video material is highly incomplete at the NHK archive. Thus,
I needed to go through and analyze the broadcast script. By looking into more than 30 programs. it was confirmed that following
issues were central themes of discourses concerning future of Japan then.

First of all, interest in non—materiel values had been keener in the early 1970s, when the results of rapid economic growth were
shared widely across the society. There was concern about environmental issues, changes in family relationships, and the expansion
of women'’s social roles. Though these problems are still relevant today, it is interesting to note that during this period what was
talked about was global cooling and the challenges caused by population explosion.

Second, as a result of technological progress, new sets of challenges posed by technology were widely discussed with a sense of
uneasiness. For example, medical technology, nuclear power, or noise problems due to the expansion of air traffics were taken up as
serious problems. In addition, issues such as ethics related to organ transplantation and loneliness of old people due to longevity of
life were also considered. With the development of automation technology, the need for human labor were expected to be dramatically
reduced, and “leisure society” was predicted.The discourse is somewhat resembles today’s discussion about Als.

Thirdly, direction of Japan's changing international position was repeatedly questioned. On the one hand, with Japan’s growing national
power, it seemed that Japan—US relations would not be the same as before. On the other hand, Japan's exceptional position in Asia,
in particular Japan’'s economic exploitation of Asian neighbors and reproduction of poverty in Asia was repeatedly talked about. This
dependency theory obviously overlooked explosive economic expansion of the Asian NIES and then China, which actually took place
over the last 30—40 years.

Because it took a longer time than expected to browse the NHK materials, I could not finish writing an article on this subject by the
end of the fiscal year, but I would like to work out an article, incorporating my analysis on the futurology in the US around the same
period.
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