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The works of William Shakespeare (1564-1616) have influenced world culture for more than 400
years. His plays and poems are not only read and performed all over the world, but keep inspiring
new generations of writers, painters and musicians to create new art works. The purpose of my
three-year research project is to explore Shakespeare's varied and powerful 'afterlives' by paying
special attention to their 19th and 20th-century manifestations. One focus of the project academic
year 2018 was Samuel Taylor Coleridge's reaction to Shakespeare as seen in the Romantic poet's
literary lectures notebooks and letters. | also studied German-Jewish film director Ernst Lubitsch's
anti-Nazi film, _To Be or Not to Be_ (1942), to analyse the unique position the Polish comedy
occupies in Hollywood's war effort. The seminar paper | submitted to the International
Shakespeare Conference, entitled 'The Comedy of _Hamlet_ in Nazi-Occupied Warsaw: An
Exploration of Lubitsch's _To Be or Not To Be_ (1942)' was accepted for publication in the
forthcoming issue (2019) of _Shakespeare Survey_ (Cambridge University Press).
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Exploring the 'afterlives’ of Shakespeare
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The works of William Shakespeare (1564-1616) have influenced world culture for more than 400 years. His plays and poems are not
only read and performed all over the world, but keep inspiring new generations of writers, painters and musicians to create new art
works. The purpose of my three—year research project is to explore Shakespeare's varied and powerful 'afterlives’ by paying special
attention to their 19th and 20th—century manifestations. One focus of the project academic year 2018 was Samuel Taylor Coleridge's
reaction to Shakespeare as seen in the Romantic poet’s literary lectures notebooks and letters. I also studied German—Jewish film
director Ernst Lubitsch’ s anti-Nazi film, “To Be or Not to Be_ (1942), to analyse the unique position the Polish comedy occupies in
Hollywood’ s war effort. The seminar paper I submitted to the International Shakespeare Conference, entitled 'The Comedy of
_Hamlet_ in Nazi-Occupied Warsaw: An Exploration of Lubitsch’s _To Be or Not To Be_ (1942) was accepted for publication in the
forthcoming issue (2019) of _Shakespeare Survey_(Cambridge University Press).
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