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In the education of children with immigrant backgrounds in Germany, preparation classes and
instruction of subjects for mid-career students have become major issues in recent years. This
study tried to grasp the education policy and the actual situation by literature research, class visits,
interviews with teachers, etc.

Berlin's preparation classes are called welcome classes. According to data on the person and
family, interviews with two teachers, and diagnosis by profile analysis, students with insufficient
German language skills are classified either to the initial instruction, if the results are CEFR A1 or
less, or to a general class, if the results are A2 or more (B1-level is required for general classes in
gymnasium). Usually, the size of the welcome class is about 12 and children from different
countries, mother tongues, ages are mixed, and not only German language, but some instruction
of subjects is also given. Some schools have more than one welcome class. After visiting a
welcome class for one year, children with immigrant backgrounds should be transferred to an age-
appropriate general class, but it is actually difficult. In many cases, teaching German language will
be continued after transfer to the general class. In the gymnasium, which | visited, 85% of the
students had native languages other than German, and came from 46 countries, mainly from
Turkey, Arabic countries, Russia, and Vietnam.

Regarding to teaching subjects to the mid-career students, | had an opportunity to visit German,
mathematics, biology, chemistry and English classes at a high school in Berlin. In the education of
children with a background of immigrants diversity is inevitable, and here too the countries and
levels of origin of the students were diverse. However, in spite of that, in a unitary situation of
school education, although the teaching style is different, every teacher was eager to be
confronted to individual students whose German language skills are not sufficient.
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Acquisition of German and Learning of Subjects of Children with a Migration Background in Germany
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In the education of children with immigrant backgrounds in Germany, preparation classes and instruction of subjects for mid—career
students have become major issues in recent years. This study tried to grasp the education policy and the actual situation by
literature research, class visits, interviews with teachers, etc.

Berlin's preparation classes are called welcome classes. According to data on the person and family, interviews with two teachers,
and diagnosis by profile analysis, students with insufficient German language skills are classified either to the initial instruction, if the
results are CEFR A1 or less, or to a general class, if the results are A2 or more (Bl-level is required for general classes in
gymnasium). Usually, the size of the welcome class is about 12 and children from different countries, mother tongues, ages are mixed,
and not only German language, but some instruction of subjects is also given. Some schools have more than one welcome class. After
visiting a welcome class for one year, children with immigrant backgrounds should be transferred to an age—appropriate general class,
but it is actually difficult. In many cases, teaching German language will be continued after transfer to the general class. In the
gymnasium, which [ visited, 85% of the students had native languages other than German, and came from 46 countries, mainly from
Turkey, Arabic countries, Russia, and Vietnam.

Regarding to teaching subjects to the mid—career students, I had an opportunity to visit German, mathematics, biology, chemistry and
English classes at a high school in Berlin. In the education of children with a background of immigrants diversity is inevitable, and here
too the countries and levels of origin of the students were diverse. However, in spite of that, in a unitary situation of school
education, although the teaching style is different, every teacher was eager to be confronted to individual students whose German
language skills are not sufficient.
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