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The purpose of this research is to explore the structure how laughter appears and analyze the
connection of laughter and social system.

To make up the failure of classical theory to explain laughter, | would like to present more general
one that is "call-it-even theory of laughter." To rephrase, laughter is "mental release from
unnaturalness by outsiderness." The point is we have to pay the following three kinds of cost to
accomplish laughter.

1)Cost to discover and make unnatural things

2)Cost to make someone outsider of the unnatural things

3)Cost to release one's brain from unnatural things

Because the amount of these cost differs according to the person, someone laughs but others do
not to face the same unnatural things. Classical theory of laughter has tried to universalize humor
that causes laughter, but this theory, by introducing concept of cost, explains there is no universal
humor in human society because of differences of cost level among people.

Base on this theory, laughter is absolutely personal. Laughter tends to be individual and exclusive.
This tendency leads to the following shortcomings.

1)Difficult to make laughter business

2)laughter looks odd from outsiders' eyes

However, if someone succeed to generalize laughter it will be a big business. The conditions are
as follows.

1)homogeneity of sense of values which determines what looks unnatural, and

2)lower both cost to make someone outsider of the unnatural things and cost to release one's brain
from unnatural things.

Economics of Laughter surveys traditional theory of laughter and proposes call-it-even theory of
laughter instead. Using this theory, we can explain the background of various kinds of laughter in
our society. Furthermore, we investigate the technique how to industrialize laughter by controlling
the tree kinds of costs skillfully.
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Economics of laughter
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The purpose of this research is to explore the structure how laughter appears and analyze the connection of laughter and social
system.

To make up the failure of classical theory to explain laughter, I would like to present more general one that is “call-it-even theory of
laughter.” To rephrase, laughter is “mental release from unnaturalness by outsiderness.” The point is we have to pay the following
three kinds of cost to accomplish laughter.

1)Cost to discover and make unnatural things

2)Cost to make someone outsider of the unnatural things

3)Cost to release one’ s brain from unnatural things

Because the amount of these cost differs according to the person, someone laughs but others do not to face the same unnatural
things. Classical theory of laughter has tried to universalize humor that causes laughter, but this theory, by introducing concept of
cost, explains there is no universal humor in human society because of differences of cost level among people.

Base on this theory, laughter is absolutely personal. Laughter tends to be individual and exclusive. This tendency leads to the
following shortcomings.

1)Difficult to make laughter business

2)laughter looks odd from outsiders’ eyes

However, if someone succeed to generalize laughter it will be a big business. The conditions are as follows.

1)homogeneity of sense of values which determines what looks unnatural, and

2)lower both cost to make someone outsider of the unnatural things and cost to release one’s brain from unnatural things.

Economics of Laughter surveys traditional theory of laughter and proposes call-it—even theory of laughter instead. Using this theory,
we can explain the background of various kinds of laughter in our society. Furthermore, we investigate the technique how to
industrialize laughter by controlling the tree kinds of costs skillfully.
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