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This study aims to accumulate the knowledge on the political relationship between statesmen and
the bureaucracy of contemporary Japan, through empirically observing the political process over
the change of the system of the Imperial Household after the Koizumi administration. As a part of
this, we focused on the efforts of the Noda administration considering the establishment of female
palaces, and how it emerged as a policy issue of the administration.

In doing so, in this research, we used systematic interviews with the parties, as well as making use
of the conference proceedings of the government and newspaper articles. The subjects of the
interview were the Chief Cabinet Secretaries and the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretaries, which are
at the nodal point between statesmen and the bureaucracy and have increased their political
importance in recent years. Specifically, the candidates were Mr. Osamu Fujimura (currently vice
president of Ashinaga) who was the Chief Cabinet Secretary of the Noda administration, Tsuyoshi
Saito (currently representative director of keisou-juku) and Mr. Hiroyuki Nagahama (currently the
member of the House of Councilors) who were both the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretaries of the
Noda administration. They were asked similar questions based on questionnaires prepared in
advance.

As a result, it became clear that the leadership of the Prime Minister Noda was an important factor
behind the Noda administration's move toward revision of the Imperial House Law, even though
there was a strong support of the Imperial Household Agency. Moreover, it was also discovered
that, under the Noda administration, the issue concerning Imperial Household was as important as
raising consumption tax rate and the problem of nationalization of the Senkaku Islands.

In addition, this study also performed an interviewed with Mr. Takenori Noda (currently the political
department of Mainichi Shimbun) who has covered the issue of imperial house system for many
years, and gained insight on the trends of the establishment of female palaces under the Noda
administration.
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Political history and theory of the system of the Imperial Household
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AARIGNRBIELUBROEEFEDEEZHSHBABREZ. REBMEROHANOEIIMICEREITHLEZABLT. BRABAD
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TITERT 10 AN EEATHREICATHRBEEORRICES-ONEDHLI,

ZOR ARRTHLFOBFORBZCHERLELLELTRT LT TE AEFICHLTRRMGAUIE L —FEELT-,
AVREA—DRRELE=-DIE. BEEDOHETRICHY . EFE. ZOBUANGEERZEXIE TV INBEEEOERIRETHS. B
HHIZIK, FEHNEONBEERE CHo-EBMNER R-HLENEERAIRR). NEEREIRE THo-BEIK R-HER
HKKREE), ALCBIRETHOo-REBITR (R -SEBRER) ERRELL. FANERLE-EBRZLLIC. EATNICAKOE
F:ﬁ%‘ﬁ")f:o
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This study aims to accumulate the knowledge on the political relationship between statesmen and the bureaucracy of contemporary
Japan, through empirically observing the political process over the change of the system of the Imperial Household after the Koizumi
administration. As a part of this, we focused on the efforts of the Noda administration considering the establishment of female
palaces, and how it emerged as a policy issue of the administration.

In doing so, in this research, we used systematic interviews with the parties, as well as making use of the conference proceedings of
the government and newspaper articles. The subjects of the interview were the Chief Cabinet Secretaries and the Deputy Chief
Cabinet Secretaries, which are at the nodal point between statesmen and the bureaucracy and have increased their political
importance in recent years. Specifically, the candidates were Mr. Osamu Fujimura (currently vice president of Ashinaga) who was the
Chief Cabinet Secretary of the Noda administration, Tsuyoshi Saito (currently representative director of keisou—juku) and Mr. Hiroyuki
Nagahama (currently the member of the House of Councilors) who were both the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretaries of the Noda
administration. They were asked similar questions based on questionnaires prepared in advance.

As a result, it became clear that the leadership of the Prime Minister Noda was an important factor behind the Noda administration’s
move toward revision of the Imperial House Law, even though there was a strong support of the Imperial Household Agency.
Moreover, it was also discovered that, under the Noda administration, the issue concerning Imperial Household was as important as
raising consumption tax rate and the problem of nationalization of the Senkaku Islands.

In addition, this study also performed an interviewed with Mr. Takenori Noda (currently the political department of Mainichi Shimbun)
who has covered the issue of imperial house system for many years, and gained insight on the trends of the establishment of female
palaces under the Noda administration.
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