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It is often assumed that unlike the "hard" sciences, experiments cannot be conducted in the
humanities or the social sciences. That said, when a major systemic change occurs in a social or
political context, it is possible to carry out a "social experiment" by comparing the situation before
and after this change. In this research, | performed such a social experiment by testing whether
changes made during a period of political reform in the 1990s to the electoral system for the House
of representatives (or "Lower House") of the Diet (Japan's bicameral national parliament) produced
the intended effects. There are two basic types of democratic systems: an Anglo-Saxon system in
which candidates are elected in single-member districts (SMDs), with the preferences of the
minority of voters not reflected in the outcome, and a consensus-type system using proportional
representation (PR) to elect candidates according to the percentage of the total vote their parties
secure, thereby better incorporating the preferences of all voters. The system of voting in multi-
member districts used for Lower House elections prior to electoral reform in the 1990s can be
regarded as a quasi-consensus model of democracy with some PR elements. In contrast, the post-
reform system, which primarily uses SMDs but also elects candidates in regional PR "blocks," can
be viewed as an Anglo-Saxon-type model of democracy. Though a majority of seats in this
"parallel" system are won through SMDs, there are a number of candidates who lose in SMDs but
are subsequently elected in PR blocks because "dual candidacy" allows them to be included on
party lists in those blocks. However, candidates who lose in SMDs but secure Diet seats in PR
blocks work toward winning in SMDs instead in the next round of Lower House elections, ensuring
that despite this being a "parallel" electoral system, the importance within it of SMDs relative to PR
blocks is considerable. Elections for the Lower House have been held on several occasions since
1996 using this post-reform parallel system. During this period, critics of the new system have
alleged that it has not produced improvements, while supporters have argued that there have not
yet been enough elections to be able to evaluate its effects. My view is that with 20 years having
elapsed since the parallel system's introduction, the time has come to draw a number of
conclusions about its impact. With this goal in mind, this research considers changes in
representative democracy and related issues from the perspective of changes in Japanese politics
following political reform. Stated differently, | empirically test whether representative democracy in
Japan is functioning as was intended when political reform was carried out as well as seek to
identify other issues left to address. To analyze changes in representative democracy, its quality
must be measured. In previous researches, such measurements were made based on external
indicators such as the proportion of votes or seats won by the ruling party or parties versus
opposition parties. However, even if the proportion of votes or seats won by a ruling party is large,

it is impossible to discern whether this was the result of widespread voter satisfaction with how it




has conducted politics or because objections to the status quo are essentially being nullified. In
this research, | set aside these conventional indicators and instead create new measures that
focus on the functional aspects of representative democracy to evaluate representative democracy
in Japan. Specifically, | test whether a false narrative has developed for representative democracy
whereby it is believed that this system gives individuals the power to make critical decisions
shaping their lives in line with their preferences by voting for politicians whose campaign pledges
they think are most closely aligned with those preferences.
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Comparative Analysis of Citizenship
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It is often assumed that unlike the “hard” sciences, experiments cannot be conducted in the humanities or the social sciences. That
said, when a major systemic change occurs in a social or political context, it is possible to carry out a “social experiment” by
comparing the situation before and after this change. In this research, I performed such a social experiment by testing whether
changes made during a period of political reform in the 1990s to the electoral system for the House of representatives (or “Lower
House”) of the Diet (Japan’ s bicameral national parliament) produced the intended effects.There are two basic types of democratic
systems: an Anglo—Saxon system in which candidates are elected in single-member districts (SMDs), with the preferences of the
minority of voters not reflected in the outcome, and a consensus—type system using proportional representation (PR) to elect
candidates according to the percentage of the total vote their parties secure, thereby better incorporating the preferences of all
voters. The system of voting in multi-member districts used for Lower House elections prior to electoral reform in the 1990s can be
regarded as a quasi—consensus model of democracy with some PR elements. In contrast, the post—-reform system, which primarily
uses SMDs but also elects candidates in regional PR “blocks,” can be viewed as an Anglo—Saxon—type model of democracy. Though a
majority of seats in this “parallel” system are won through SMDs, there are a number of candidates who lose in SMDs but are
subsequently elected in PR blocks because “dual candidacy” allows them to be included on party lists in those blocks. However,
candidates who lose in SMDs but secure Diet seats in PR blocks work toward winning in SMDs instead in the next round of Lower
House elections, ensuring that despite this being a “parallel” electoral system, the importance within it of SMDs relative to PR blocks
is considerable. Elections for the Lower House have been held on several occasions since 1996 using this post—reform parallel
system. During this period, critics of the new system have alleged that it has not produced improvements, while supporters have
argued that there have not yet been enough elections to be able to evaluate its effects. My view is that with 20 years having elapsed
since the parallel system’ s introduction, the time has come to draw a number of conclusions about its impact. With this goal in mind,
this research considers changes in representative democracy and related issues from the perspective of changes in Japanese politics
following political reform. Stated differently, I empirically test whether representative democracy in Japan is functioning as was
intended when political reform was carried out as well as seek to identify other issues left to address. To analyze changes in
representative democracy, its quality must be measured. In previous researches, such measurements were made based on external
indicators such as the proportion of votes or seats won by the ruling party or parties versus opposition parties. However, even if the
proportion of votes or seats won by a ruling party is large, it is impossible to discern whether this was the result of widespread voter
satisfaction with how it has conducted politics or because objections to the status quo are essentially being nullified. In this research,
I set aside these conventional indicators and instead create new measures that focus on the functional aspects of representative
democracy to evaluate representative democracy in Japan. Specifically, 1 test whether a false narrative has developed for
representative democracy whereby it is believed that this system gives individuals the power to make critical decisions shaping their
lives in line with their preferences by voting for politicians whose campaign pledges they think are most closely aligned with those
preferences.
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