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To examine the nature of "person misidentification phenomenon" where one misidentifies an
encountered person as another known person, we conducted a lab experiment presenting stimulus
people on PC displays and a field experiment in everyday environment where participants
observed real persons.

In the lab experiment, we examined a hypothesis that familiarity to unfamiliar persons facilitated
misidentifications as familiar persons. Participants were required to find celebrities from the faces
that were sometimes displayed one by one in certain places on a PC display while engaging in a
task to read the numbers displayed continuously in the center of the display. Most of the displayed
faces were unknown and the half of them were subliminally displayed to the participants before the
task, i.e., primed. A response to call an unknown person as a celebrity was counted as a
misidentification. Although misidentifications occurred to some extent, priming had no effects.
Because the priming did not increase the familiarity to the unknown faces, another experiment with
longer and more frequent subliminal presentation of the unknown faces are planned.

In the field experiment, the purpose was to explore the conditions that facilitated person
misidentification. The participants came to an entrance hall of a laboratory building to meet a
person who had given a short talk in their class and asked them to participate in his psychology
experiment, but a different person with same clothes or another different person with quite different
clothes and similar looks (stimulus person) was waiting for them there. The stimulus person waited
for a certain time for the participant speak to him. Then, the participant was asked if she/he had
thought that the stimulus person was the person whom she/he was to meet or not and some other
questions. Eighteen among the 66 participants spoke to the stimulus person thinking that he was
the person they were to meet, and many of the participants who did not speak to the stimulus
person thought that he was the one at least for a moment. There was no difference between the
same clothes and similar looks in facilitating person misidentification. These results might suggest
that the expectation that the person is waiting for one and the circumstances rather than similarity
of the clothes or looks cause person misidentification.
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Experimental studies on human misidentification
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2. MIREBRRAEEOBE FER)

To examine the nature of “person misidentification phenomenon” where one misidentifies an encountered person as another known
person, we conducted a lab experiment presenting stimulus people on PC displays and a field experiment in everyday environment
where participants observed real persons.

In the lab experiment, we examined a hypothesis that familiarity to unfamiliar persons facilitated misidentifications as familiar persons.
Participants were required to find celebrities from the faces that were sometimes displayed one by one in certain places on a PC
display while engaging in a task to read the numbers displayed continuously in the center of the display. Most of the displayed faces
were unknown and the half of them were subliminally displayed to the participants before the task, i.e., primed. A response to call an
unknown person as a celebrity was counted as a misidentification. Although misidentifications occurred to some extent, priming had
no effects. Because the priming did not increase the familiarity to the unknown faces, another experiment with longer and more
frequent subliminal presentation of the unknown faces are planned.

In the field experiment, the purpose was to explore the conditions that facilitated person misidentification. The participants came to
an entrance hall of a laboratory building to meet a person who had given a short talk in their class and asked them to participate in
his psychology experiment, but a different person with same clothes or another different person with quite different clothes and
similar looks (stimulus person) was waiting for them there. The stimulus person waited for a certain time for the participant speak to
him. Then, the participant was asked if she/he had thought that the stimulus person was the person whom she/he was to meet or not
and some other questions. Eighteen among the 66 participants spoke to the stimulus person thinking that he was the person they
were to meet, and many of the participants who did not speak to the stimulus person thought that he was the one at least for a
moment. There was no difference between the same clothes and similar looks in facilitating person misidentification. These results
might suggest that the expectation that the person is waiting for one and the circumstances rather than similarity of the clothes or
looks cause person misidentification.
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