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This study aimed at investigating L1 English writers' use of direct quotations (DQs) in Literature
PhD thesis introductions, focusing on the relationship between the direct quotation use and
rhetorical structures. Our corpus consisted of 15 PhD thesis introductions (approximately 100,000
words) and was analysed based on Swales' revised CARS model which included some Literature-
specific steps. Among a total of 1096 steps in the corpus, 480 steps contained direct quotations.
The results indicated that there were differences between novelist theses and literary-genre theses
in terms of the use of DQs. The most frequent, favored use of DQs (n = 305) was observed in
reviewing previous research : the literary-genre theses (n = 186) contained more DQs than the
novelist theses (n = 119). The second most frequent use of DQs (n = 113) was found in presenting
fictional work and/or its author: the novelist theses (n = 88) contained more DQs than the literary-
genre theses (n = 25). This indicates that DQs are highly associated with this discipline-specific
step. The third most frequent use of DQs (n = 34) was found in making topic generalisations and
giving background information : DQs appeared more frequently in the literary-genre theses (n = 24)
than the novelist theses (n = 10). The findings showed intra-disciplinary variation in that the use of
DQs tends to differ between the novelist theses and the literary-genre theses. Move-independent
steps also showed stronger association with DQs and more frequent adaptation of DQs than move-
specific steps. It was also found that books were frequently used for DQs ; other types of sources
tend to be incorporated into the thesis introductions by employing other source text borrowing
operations such as paraphrasing and summarising. The findings suggest that the relationship
between direct quotation use and the rhetorical structure of thesis introductions is partially generic
and partially discipline-specific. As for pedagogical implications, DQs should be taught in relation to
the rhetorical purpose and function of moves and steps in the thesis introductions.
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1. BFERREEOBE

AMRTIE, HFEFFZEICI O THESNEXFESHFOBLRNOFEICEFTNHEFMEAEFRLEHSIA (direct quotation)
LOBBREASHNICTHILFBIEL, ATRRIE, RED 3 DOXRERMSINESAT- 15 BEOBLTHRXDOFETHY. 1075
BOT 2Ty IR EVNSFERERVTHMLI-, TOREE. 1096 DEMERDISL. 480 AEESIAZEA TSI EAT M
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WFENDERESI M (305 ) (EATHEEME T H=OITALLN TV, XFEDYVILIZET B3 X TIE 186 4. /MRICBEY %5
TR M HIEESIANRLONT-, ZFBICREGEESIB (113 4) (X, ERCEREBN I HOICALLN T, MRICEET
BEmX TIE 88 . XE YU IVICET 5N TIE 25 HHEEShT=. CORIT, BEFESIANXEZSHRADEHMNERLAEICRS
BLTWHIEERLTWS, ZFBICHELERSIAOMERA (34 ) 3, IR VIERT=HICALNLGA TV XED YU ILIC
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BErRARLOT =, S5IC, BEESIAICAVLISXHIE., AAFREZL MOBEDOXIMIE/NASTL—XPEHEN-FREANT
AXHIHEARAENDERNRONT-, CHODFERN G, BEESIALEHMNBREREOBRIE, —ROTHLIBIENBFRAET
HEMAOMAZEOLERDEVIEHLGHRBER T HEN DM of=, Ko T BERMXDFHRERE T HMRICIE. BHERI
DIEFH B OHEECEES I AEDBERICBETOVELNDHSD,

2. WFREREEFEOWE (FER)

This study aimed at investigating L1 English writers’ use of direct quotations (DQs) in Literature PhD thesis introductions, focusing
on the relationship between the direct quotation use and rhetorical structures. Our corpus consisted of 15 PhD thesis introductions
(approximately 100,000 words) and was analysed based on Swales’ revised CARS model which included some Literature—specific
steps. Among a total of 1096 steps in the corpus, 480 steps contained direct quotations. The results indicated that there were
differences between novelist theses and literary—genre theses in terms of the use of DQs. The most frequent, favored use of DQs (n
= 305) was observed in reviewing previous research: the literary—genre theses (n = 186) contained more DQs than the novelist theses
(n = 119). The second most frequent use of DQs (n = 113) was found in presenting fictional work and/or its author: the novelist
theses (n = 88) contained more DQs than the literary—genre theses (n = 25). This indicates that DQs are highly associated with this
discipline—specific step. The third most frequent use of DQs (n = 34) was found in making topic generalisations and giving background
information: DQs appeared more frequently in the literary—genre theses (n = 24) than the novelist theses (n = 10). The findings
showed intra—disciplinary variation in that the use of DQs tends to differ between the novelist theses and the literary—genre theses.
Move-independent steps also showed stronger association with DQs and more frequent adaptation of DQs than move—specific steps.
It was also found that books were frequently used for DQs; other types of sources tend to be incorporated into the thesis
introductions by employing other source text borrowing operations such as paraphrasing and summarising. The findings suggest that
the relationship between direct quotation use and the rhetorical structure of thesis introductions is partially generic and partially
discipline—specific. As for pedagogical implications, DQs should be taught in relation to the rhetorical purpose and function of moves
and steps in the thesis introductions.
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