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In this project, | compared the story Karl Heinrich Waggerls "Die Pfingstreise" to the text
"Pfingstidyll an der Reichsautobahn", which was written during the Second World War. Behind the
propaganda-Work "Pfingstidyll" is the Nazi ideology related to the Autobahn, and Waggerl
describes it as a part of the landscape of the Fatherland, of Germany, which is now united with
Austria. In the "Pfingstreise", which is a revised version of the "Pfingstidyll", the same trip is
interpreted as a journey into the strange land and the return home. This also refers to the design of
Austria's conception after the war as "a harmless small state". The results of the project were first
presented orally in September 2017 at the conference of the Japanese Society of Germanic
Studies and will be published in the spring of 2018 in the journal "Austrian Literature" no. 34
(Tokyo) under the title "Vom Pfingstidyll zur Pfingstreise. Die Veranderung der Idee der ,Heimat"
wahrend des und nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg(s) am Beispiel von Karl Heinrich Waggerl".
Furthermore, analysed was the motive Christmas, which dealt with Waggerl after 1945. His
predecessor, Peter Rosegger, describes in his Christmas novels the acceptance into or the taking
up of the tradition that comes back every year. In Waggerl's texts after the war on Christmas, this
returning tradition appears as the conjunction of the present with the past, concealing the
unfavorable past of the National Socialism. Austria itself benefited after the war of the Christmas
tradition in its self-presentation as the victim of National Socialism. This research was presented
during the seminar of modern German literature in March 2018 under the title "The history and the
meaning of Christmas motives in Karl Heinrich Waggerl's texts after the Second World War".
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“Heimatliteratur” of Austria and the national identity. Karl Heinrich Wagger!l's texts during and after the Second World War
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In this project, I compared the story Karl Heinrich Waggerls “Die Pfingstreise” to the text “Pfingstidyll an der Reichsautobahn”, which
was written during the Second World War. Behind the propaganda—Work “Pfingstidyll” is the Nazi ideology related to the Autobahn,
and Waggerl describes it as a part of the landscape of the Fatherland, of Germany, which is now united with Austria. In the
“Pfingstreise”, which is a revised version of the “Pfingstidyll”, the same trip is interpreted as a journey into the strange land and the
return home. This also refers to the design of Austria’s conception after the war as “a harmless small state”. The results of the
project were first presented orally in September 2017 at the conference of the Japanese Society of Germanic Studies and will be
published in the spring of 2018 in the journal “Austrian Literature” no. 34 (Tokyo) under the title “Vom Pfingstidyll zur Pfingstreise.
Die Versnderung der Idee der ,Heimat® wihrend des und nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg(s) am Beispiel von Karl Heinrich Waggerl”.
Furthermore, analysed was the motive Christmas, which dealt with Waggerl after 1945. His predecessor, Peter Rosegger, describes in
his Christmas novels the acceptance into or the taking up of the tradition that comes back every year. In Waggerl's texts after the
war on Christmas, this returning tradition appears as the conjunction of the present with the past, concealing the unfavorable past of
the National Socialism. Austria itself benefited after the war of the Christmas tradition in its self-presentation as the victim of
National Socialism. This research was presented during the seminar of modern German literature in March 2018 under the title “The
history and the meaning of Christmas motives in Karl Heinrich Waggerl’ s texts after the Second World War”.
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