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The primary purpose of the research of this year was to reveal the context of the modern
journalism from the standpoint of the cultural history. According to the German historian Reinhart
Koselleck, one of the characteristics of the 19th century is a tendency of "acceleration”, which is
contrary to the tradition of the 'calendar stories (Kalendergeschichten)' or the collections of lyrical
poems based on the Christian year (Jahreszyklus) since the baroque era. In the first half of the
century this contrast is clearly represented by two major writers in Germany, Johann Peter Hebel
and Karl Gutzkow. The former holds on to trust in durable effects of words by writing the 'calendar
stories' to enlighten the common people, while the latter insists on their actual values in the sense
of daily journalism. In other words, they show the two poles of the time-consciousness of the
writers at that time.
In this context, an anthology of lyrical poems by Annette von Droste-Hulshoff "Spiritual Year
(Geistliches Jahr)" seems to be one of the most important texts that express the problems of time
as the typical ones of the literary activities of those days, although not necessarily journalistic. |
have not yet published a research paper about it, but having once spoken of this theme in a
colloquium, there is now a prospect of the proof of my hypothesis and | plan also to present a
paper at the next conference of the Japanese Society for German Studies, which can be an
achievement of this year without doubt.
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Political Aspects of German Literature in the 19th Century: Public Sphere, Journalism and Realism
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The primary purpose of the research of this year was to reveal the context of the modern journalism from the standpoint of the
cultural history. According to the German historian Reinhart Koselleck, one of the characteristics of the 19th century is a tendency of
“acceleration”, which is contrary to the tradition of the 'calendar stories (Kalendergeschichten)’ or the collections of lyrical poems
based on the Christian year (Jahreszyklus) since the baroque era. In the first half of the century this contrast is clearly represented
by two major writers in Germany, Johann Peter Hebel and Karl Gutzkow. The former holds on to trust in durable effects of words by
writing the 'calendar stories’ to enlighten the common people, while the latter insists on their actual values in the sense of daily
journalism. In other words, they show the two poles of the time—consciousness of the writers at that time.

In this context, an anthology of lyrical poems by Annette von Droste—Hiilshoff “Spiritual Year (Geistliches Jahr)” seems to be one of
the most important texts that express the problems of time as the typical ones of the literary activities of those days, although not
necessarily journalistic. I have not yet published a research paper about it, but having once spoken of this theme in a colloquium,
there is now a prospect of the proof of my hypothesis and I plan also to present a paper at the next conference of the Japanese
Society for German Studies, which can be an achievement of this year without doubt.
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