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According to the Business plan submitted last year, in the fiscal year 2017 which is the final year of
this research, we planned to conduct research mainly on analysis on villas along the Domitian
road. However, in addition to the time limit, as it was impossible to carry out the initial planned
summer field survey, we decided to place emphasis on the analysis of the Ambrussum's station
facility group (located along the Domitian Road) and its surrounding milestones for the survey of
2017. As a result, it was confirmed that the age of construction of some milestones built along the
same road around Ambrussum and the time of maintenance of the facility group starting from the
station coincide. In other words, from the milestones engraved with the name of Emperor
Augustus, it is clear that the roadway repair was done around Ambrussum in 3 BC, but
archaeological survey revealed that an inn was constructed almost at the same time. Meanwhile,
from the end of the 1st century AD to the beginning of the 2nd century, a station facility which is
thought to be under the imperial management was developed. The interesting thing in relation to
this point is that the milestones along the Domitian road found around Ambrussum are mainly from
the emperors of Augustus, Tiberius and Claudius, but only in the section between the Rhone and
Ambrussum, several milestones of Emperor Antoninus Pius dated the middle of the 2nd century
were discovered. In other words, the same road extending to the east and west of Ambrussum was
repaired and maintained by the three emperors in the Early Empire, but the section from
Ambrussum to the east and through Nimes to the Rhone was repaired again by the emperor in the
middle of the 2nd century. This seems to indirectly suggest that the traffic of high-level imperial
bureaucrats and others, who were authorized to use the station facility under the imperial
administration, became active in this area after the end of the 1st century, and perhaps civilian
traffic also revitalized around Nimes. Considering also the case of the Augustus period mentioned
above, we can think that the imperial power could have properly responded to the increase in the
flow of people/information (and perhaps things) in the area, contributing to the maintenance of

human relationships through the Roman roads.
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Commercial network built up through the Via Domitia under the Principate
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According to the Business plan submitted last year, in the fiscal year 2017 which is the final year of this research, we planned to
conduct research mainly on analysis on villas along the Domitian road. However, in addition to the time limit, as it was impossible to
carry out the initial planned summer field survey, we decided to place emphasis on the analysis of the Ambrussum’s station facility
group (located along the Domitian Road) and its surrounding milestones for the survey of 2017. As a result, it was confirmed that the
age of construction of some milestones built along the same road around Ambrussum and the time of maintenance of the facility
group starting from the station coincide. In other words, from the milestones engraved with the name of Emperor Augustus, it is clear
that the roadway repair was done around Ambrussum in 3 BC, but archaeological survey revealed that an inn was constructed almost
at the same time. Meanwhile, from the end of the 1st century AD to the beginning of the 2nd century, a station facility which is
thought to be under the imperial management was developed. The interesting thing in relation to this point is that the milestones
along the Domitian road found around Ambrussum are mainly from the emperors of Augustus, Tiberius and Claudius, but only in the
section between the Rhone and Ambrussum, several milestones of Emperor Antoninus Pius dated the middle of the 2nd century were
discovered. In other words, the same road extending to the east and west of Ambrussum was repaired and maintained by the three
emperors in the Early Empire, but the section from Ambrussum to the east and through NTmes to the Rhone was repaired again by
the emperor in the middle of the 2nd century. This seems to indirectly suggest that the traffic of high—level imperial bureaucrats and
others, who were authorized to use the station facility under the imperial administration, became active in this area after the end of
the 1st century, and perhaps civilian traffic also revitalized around Nimes. Considering also the case of the Augustus period
mentioned above, we can think that the imperial power could have properly responded to the increase in the flow of people /
information (and perhaps things) in the area, contributing to the maintenance of human relationships through the Roman roads.
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