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When | compare North Korea researchers from Japan, South Korea, China, and the U.S. all of
which | have done research in so far, it is evident that Open-Source Intelligence, is Japan's
strength. Japanese researchers have shown a superior ability to examine public information
diligently and rigorously not only in quantitative nature but also qualitative.

Although available information for the study of North Korean politics has become more diversified,
and its official documents are criticized for being nothing more than propaganda, the examination
of these documents is still valuable. By studying the materials that we possess, it could become
clear just how the Kim Jong-il's rule has managed to dominate in the harsh domestic and
international arenas.
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A Discourse Analysis on North Korean Documents
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When I compare North Korea researchers from Japan, South Korea, China, and the U.S. all of which I have done research in so far, it
is evident that Open—Source Intelligence, is Japan’ s strength. Japanese researchers have shown a superior ability to examine public
information diligently and rigorously not only in quantitative nature but also qualitative.

Although available information for the study of North Korean politics has become more diversified, and its official documents are
criticized for being nothing more than propaganda, the examination of these documents is still valuable. By studying the materials that
we possess, it could become clear just how the Kim Jong—il’ s rule has managed to dominate in the harsh domestic and international
arenas.
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