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In the first year of this research project, | studied postwar stories by Christoph Ransmayr and W.
G. Sebald. These authors belong to the second-generation postwar writers in the German-
speaking countries. | wrote a paper on their works, specially focused on Ransmayr's "The Dog
King" and Sebald's "The Emigrants”. This paper is a foundation for the research project in the
following year.

In the second year, | tried to study German literature in the post-Cold War era not only in individual
cases but also on comparison between multiple authors. In this way it became possible to
understand German literature by the second-generation postwar writers from various points of
view. Bernhard Schlink's best-selling novel "The Reader" and Hans-Ulrich Treichel's
autobiographical novel "Lost" are particularly valuable subjects for this research.

In this year | also attempted to develop a theory of memory and testimony. | referred especially to
Giorgio Agamben's "Remnants of Auschwitz : The Witness and the Archive" and Georges Didi-
Huberman's "Images malgré tout". These theoretical works are based on the memory and the
testimony of Auschwitz's extreme condition, which no one can express in words or in images. Their
theories of the impossibilities or the difficulties to remember and testify are fundamental to the
research of German literature by the second-generation postwar writers who don't know the
catastrophe of the Second World War from their own experiences.
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Postwar Germany for the Second—Generation — Based on German Literature in the post —~Cold War Era
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In the first year of this research project, I studied postwar stories by Christoph Ransmayr and W. G. Sebald. These authors belong to
the second—generation postwar writers in the German—speaking countries. I wrote a paper on their works, specially focused on
Ransmayr’ s “The Dog King” and Sebald’ s “The Emigrants”. This paper is a foundation for the research project in the following year.
In the second year, | tried to study German literature in the post —Cold War era not only in individual cases but also on comparison
between multiple authors. In this way it became possible to understand German literature by the second—generation postwar writers
from various points of view. Bernhard Schlink’s best—selling novel “The Reader” and Hans—Ulrich Treichel's autobiographical novel
“Lost” are particularly valuable subjects for this research.

In this year I also attempted to develop a theory of memory and testimony. I referred especially to Giorgio Agamben’s “Remnants of
Auschwitz: The Witness and the Archive” and Georges Didi-Huberman’ s “Images malgré tout”. These theoretical works are based on
the memory and the testimony of Auschwitz’ s extreme condition, which no one can express in words or in images. Their theories of
the impossibilities or the difficulties to remember and testify are fundamental to the research of German literature by the second—
generation postwar writers who don”t know the catastrophe of the Second World War from their own experiences.

3. ABFEREICET DHR

BRERL R A, RRENS AR RATAE
(FE - #BEE) (FEA - HE) (EERITH - BHETER) (ZFERITHEH - BHEEH)
NS BXER W. G. Sebalds Archiv und Zeuge JGG-Tagung, Symposium I 2017 £ 10 A 1 A
Erinnerungsliteratur nach  1945.
Medien, Kontroversen,
Narrationsformen




