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Plant photos photographed by plant growers and natural scientists for the purpose of recording
plant morphology and color in the first half of the 20th century have resemblant character which
specimens based on "taxonomy" devised for systematically recognizing individual plants have.
And, Karl Blossfeld (1865-1932) who is a botanist and a photographer representing "New
Objectivity" developed in the 1920s and 1930s is told exclusively as an art photograph in the
research of art history, but in terms of photographing natural objects with scientific eyes, his photos
have a commonality with recorded pictures showing the taxonomic features by plant growers and
natural scientists. Focusing on this point, | compared plant photos by Blossfeldt with those by Karl
Foerster (1874-1970) who is a important german perennial plant grower and garden thinker.
Foerster is the president of modernist's important gardening magazine "Garden Beauty
(Gartenschoénheit)" (published in 1920), which is known for publishing color photographs of plants
for the first time. In the course of the investigation, it turned out the fact that Blossfeldt's very rare
early photograph was published in that magazine " Garden Beauty (Gartenschdnheit)".

By the way, the natural scientific characteristics found in Blossfeldt's botanical photograph are
related to his activities before 'New Objectivity' in the 20th century. At the School of Arts and Crafts
in Berlin where he worked as an assistant in the 1890s, sketches, prints, specimens, photographs,
and models using plants as objects were used as teaching materials for comparative plant
research, and Blossfeldt made those materials. In regard to Blossfeldt, only photographs of New
Objectivity in the 20th century tend to be discussed, but rather by locating his plant photographs of
the 20th century on the extension of activities in the 19th century, the necessity that a plant
photograph of a natural scientist or plant cultivators and his photograph are similar was clarifeid.
And also, it was recognized that there is a need to further study on modern plant photos from the
viewpoint of joining "art and natural science".
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Plant Photography and Modern Architecture. A Methodological Reconsideration of the History of Modern Architecture and Design
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Plant photos photographed by plant growers and natural scientists for the purpose of recording plant morphology and color in the first
half of the 20th century have resemblant character which specimens based on “taxonomy” devised for systematically recognizing
individual plants have. And, Karl Blossfeld (1865-1932) who is a botanist and a photographer representing “New Objectivity”
developed in the 1920s and 1930s is told exclusively as an art photograph in the research of art history, but in terms of photographing
natural objects with scientific eyes, his photos have a commonality with recorded pictures showing the taxonomic features by plant
growers and natural scientists. Focusing on this point, I compared plant photos by Blossfeldt with those by Karl Foerster (1874-1970)
who is a important german perennial plant grower and garden thinker. Foerster is the president of modernist’'s important gardening
magazine “Garden Beauty (Gartenschonheit)” (published in 1920), which is known for publishing color photographs of plants for the
first time. In the course of the investigation, it turned out the fact that Blossfeldt's very rare early photograph was published in that
magazine ” Garden Beauty (Gartenschénheit)”.

By the way, the natural scientific characteristics found in Blossfeldt's botanical photograph are related to his activities before 'New
Objectivity’ in the 20th century. At the School of Arts and Crafts in Berlin where he worked as an assistant in the 1890s, sketches,
prints, specimens, photographs, and models using plants as objects were used as teaching materials for comparative plant research,
and Blossfeldt made those materials. In regard to Blossfeldt, only photographs of New Objectivity in the 20th century tend to be
discussed, but rather by locating his plant photographs of the 20th century on the extension of activities in the 19th century, the
necessity that a plant photograph of a natural scientist or plant cultivators and his photograph are similar was clarifeid. And also, it
was recognized that there is a need to further study on modern plant photos from the viewpoint of joining “art and natural science”.
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