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The purpose of this study is to examine the history of AAC&U (Association of American Colleges &
Universities) which has been very influential in the ideas, systems, contents and methods of liberal
education of undergraduate colleges in the Unites States for more than hundred years, and also
aims to clarify the meaning and significance of AAC&U in the history of colleges and universities.
AAC&U started as AAC (Association of American Colleges) which was originally established in
1915 with 160 member institutions and was changed the name in 1995. AAC&U now has 1,400
member including public and private colleges, community colleges, research universities, and
comprehensive universities. To explore the history and its meaning of liberal education in the U.S.,
it is indispensable for an analysis of the activities of AAC&U. This year as the final stage of the
project, | comprehensively examined the influence of AAC&U for history of American higher
learning and the significance of the LEAP (Liberal Education and America's Promise) challenge
launched in 2005 by the association for the reform of colleges and universities in the U.S.. Since its
establishment in 1915, AAC had committed various social and political issues on colleges and
universities for about sixty years. It had developed an interest in academic freedom and tenure and
formulated statements by collaborating with AAUP (American Association of University Professors)
in the former half of the twentieth century, for example. Since the mid-1970s, however, AAC had
turned its attention to and concentrated on the reform of liberal education in colleges and
universities, the association's concern for social and political problem became weaker.
Consequently, in the twenty-first century AAC&U strengthened its interest in economic issues, in
particular the contribution of liberal education to global economy. The LEAP challenge is a perfect
example of it and this tendency would continue from now on.
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1. HIREBRFROBE

AHARIE. TA)AEREIZETERZE-ZLREDYRTIL-T T4 423> (Liberal Education) DB -HlE - NE-FHEIZDOL
T.BHBEFTI0FEULIZOE>2TRWVEEHEZEL S TSR TAYA- AL YD - K213 £ (Association of American Colleges &
Universities: AAC&U) D;EENEZ DR RZELMICERL, KR EOEKREFEERAT A EEHMELT=, AACRU (X, &%) 1915 FIZ
160 #ERAMNMB LI=7A)H-HL v £ (Association of American Colleges: AAC) ELTHEL. FD % 1995 FIZIREDLZFRIZH
LT=o CG)FHE] KDDL -FID 4 FERKRKESEV 2 EHOZ2=T-HLyPEELH 1,300 DXELAMBTLHEIKETT=, 7
AADORE-BEHBIZEITRIRIII - ITa7A4aVDERETDEGREFEBATE-OICIE. AIBHEOFZEDLHMAAART
ﬁ)%)oﬁ“fkﬁl#( HI=AEREEF. AGEDOEELNTAIARZEIZEVWTEDISHEKREZELZL-DOH ., SHIZ, HIZEHES
H 2005 ELEERLTOWATUARSIL-ITT a5 423V ETA)ADE I (LEAP) EWSTAS I VN GHE DT A) IO RFHRE(IZE
DEIBEEHERELDDH ., ITONTRIEMEIRET - BEETolz. BRLKR DK 60 £, AAC [, REZHCEIIEIELHEM -
BHEEICEBMICEbL Y TE, 2EAIXT A AKREZEHIZ S (American Association of University Professors: AAUP) 2 E D H
REBELEDS, THTIVY -7 —5 LEEEDOMREICEHEBEh o1z, LALEDS 70 ERFIXLIEE. ZOFHDELAEZKE S
LyPIZBIFRIRTIIL - IT a7 A3V DHREICRET L5124 o1=, IRELTORESH - BUARIBD X3FFEY . 452 21 HEEIC
A2THBSIE. FO—NILBEFOREBIZIRSIL-IT 27423 EDESIZHEETEHON., EVSBFRLREDLERDODKLSITHS
T, TOHEMN LEAP O/ THY . SHETDERI TSNS EHRAITES,

2. MIRERRAEEOBE (R

The purpose of this study is to examine the history of AAC&U (Association of American Colleges & Universities) which has been very
influential in the ideas, systems, contents and methods of liberal education of undergraduate colleges in the Unites States for more
than hundred years, and also aims to clarify the meaning and significance of AAC&U in the history of colleges and universities.
AACR&U started as AAC (Association of American Colleges) which was originally established in 1915 with 160 member institutions and
was changed the name in 1995. AAC&U now has 1,400 member including public and private colleges, community colleges, research
universities, and comprehensive universities. To explore the history and its meaning of liberal education in the U.S., it is indispensable
for an analysis of the activities of AAC&U. This year as the final stage of the project, I comprehensively examined the influence of
AAC&U for history of American higher learning and the significance of the LEAP (Liberal Education and America’ s Promise) challenge
launched in 2005 by the association for the reform of colleges and universities in the U.S.. Since its establishment in 1915, AAC had
committed various social and political issues on colleges and universities for about sixty years. It had developed an interest in
academic freedom and tenure and formulated statements by collaborating with AAUP (American Association of University Professors)
in the former half of the twentieth century, for example. Since the mid—1970s, however, AAC had turned its attention to and
concentrated on the reform of liberal education in colleges and universities, the association’ s concern for social and political problem
became weaker. Consequently, in the twenty—first century AAC&U strengthened its interest in economic issues, in particular the
contribution of liberal education to global economy. The LEAP challenge is a perfect example of it and this tendency would continue
from now on.
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