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The purpose of this project was developing language learning materials for learners and users of a
visual language (Japanese Sign Language, JSL). (1) As for JSL learning materials, we continued
to develop curriculum and materials for the introductory and intermediate JSL courses at Keio.
Specifically, model conversations that correspond to the course content were created. They were
acted out and digitally recorded at the studio in the Raiosha building of the Keio Hiyoshi campus.
The digital materials were provided to the registered students of the JSL courses for their self-
study before and after the class sessions. In addition, the format of the exams of intermediate JSL
was re-examined, and the revised version of the exam was implemented in the fall class.
Descriptions of the curriculum development of Keio JSL courses were summarized in the paper
included in the Bulletin of the KEIO Institute of Cultural & Linguistic Studies. Furthermore, a model
class of JSL is going to be a part of the teaching workshop, to be held as a part of the annual
meeting of the Japan Association of Chinese Language Education in June 2018. Since information
about college-level JSL classes is in high demand, it is important to continue to develop course
materials and share the relevant information. (2) Deaf learners, whose first language is JSL, feel
that it is hard to use ESL materials explained in written Japanese. Nevertheless, those learners
indicated that they need to learn written English, for multiple reasons. Students of Keio JSL
courses organized and managed a language exchange group with a group of deaf learners of ESL.
Though teaching written English to deaf learners using JSL, the students obtained information
about types of expressions particularly important for deaf travelers. Sample teaching materials to
cover expressions necessary during flight cancellation and rebooking at the airport was created by
the students. As a result of this activity, the students at Keio developed a deeper understanding of
the language and culture of the deaf. It is important to continue the development of ESL materials
targeting the deaf learners.
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Language learning material development with a special consideration to a visual language users and learners

1. HIREBRFROBE

AAEDENIE. RESECTHIFEERENEFHEZEEL-EFEEMORARTH D, (1) BRFEOEBELHM ORARK  BEEEB X
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The purpose of this project was developing language learning materials for learners and users of a visual language (Japanese Sign
Language, JSL). (1) As for JSL learning materials, we continued to develop curriculum and materials for the introductory and
intermediate JSL courses at Keio. Specifically, model conversations that correspond to the course content were created. They were
acted out and digitally recorded at the studio in the Raiosha building of the Keio Hiyoshi campus. The digital materials were provided
to the registered students of the JSL courses for their self-study before and after the class sessions. In addition, the format of the
exams of intermediate JSL was re—examined, and the revised version of the exam was implemented in the fall class. Descriptions of
the curriculum development of Keio JSL courses were summarized in the paper included in the Bulletin of the KEIO Institute of
Cultural & Linguistic Studies. Furthermore, a model class of JSL is going to be a part of the teaching workshop, to be held as a part
of the annual meeting of the Japan Association of Chinese Language Education in June 2018. Since information about college—level
JSL classes is in high demand, it is important to continue to develop course materials and share the relevant information. (2) Deaf
learners, whose first language is JSL, feel that it is hard to use ESL materials explained in written Japanese. Nevertheless, those
learners indicated that they need to learn written English, for multiple reasons. Students of Keio JSL courses organized and managed
a language exchange group with a group of deaf learners of ESL. Though teaching written English to deaf learners using JSL, the
students obtained information about types of expressions particularly important for deaf travelers. Sample teaching materials to cover
expressions necessary during flight cancellation and rebooking at the airport was created by the students. As a result of this activity,
the students at Keio developed a deeper understanding of the language and culture of the deaf. It is important to continue the
development of ESL materials targeting the deaf learners.
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