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This year, | analyzed "Meiro (the Maze)" by Yaeko NOGANI as an example to explore how women
writers worked on history.
"Meiro" is a novel written about the Japan-China War and the background of Kokumin Bungaku
Ronso (the national literary controversy). | analyzed themes such as imagery of blood leading to
ethnicity and sexuality, the concept of humanism, bridge of oriental and Western culture. Although
it treats consistently educated female characters and appears reactive, it can be said that it
provided a different viewpoint to the idealization of commoners in the context of the post-war
history reconsideration. During this period, the tradition of Watakushi-Shosetsu was criticized as
well as discussing about the type of novel to write in reconsideration of literary history. The
composition, narrative, perspective of the "Meiro" are also concerned with this problem. In addition,
Hayashi Fumiko who is writing novels from before World War 1l to the end of World War Il is
involved in the same problem. Specifically, | discussed changes in her style and changes in her
evaluation by critics.
Meanwhile, | also expanded my horizons to the history of Japanese literature research and
investigated what kind of content the action "Kansho (appreciation)" was and what kind of situation
it was done. Although there is a constant accumulation of research histories, | aim to clarify not
only theoretical perspectives but also the relationship with the situation, and to clarify the bias of
"history of literature" written at each time.
As for female critics such as Naoko ITAGAKI mentioned at the time of application, it was
impossible to produce results within the period, | would like to set as an issue for the next year.
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Female writers in modern Japanese literature and literary history
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This year, I analyzed "Meiro (the Maze) "by Yaeko NOGANI as an example to explore how women writers worked on history.

"Meiro” is a novel written about the Japan — China War and the background of Kokumin Bungaku Ronso (the national literary
controversy). I analyzed themes such as imagery of blood leading to ethnicity and sexuality, the concept of humanism, bridge of
oriental and Western culture. Although it treats consistently educated female characters and appears reactive, it can be said that it
provided a different viewpoint to the idealization of commoners in the context of the post—war history reconsideration. During this
period, the tradition of Watakushi—Shosetsu was criticized as well as discussing about the type of novel to write in reconsideration of
literary history. The composition, narrative, perspective of the “Meiro” are also concerned with this problem. In addition, Hayashi
Fumiko who is writing novels from before World War II to the end of World War II is involved in the same problem. Specifically, I
discussed changes in her style and changes in her evaluation by critics.

Meanwhile, | also expanded my horizons to the history of Japanese literature research and investigated what kind of content the
action “Kansho (appreciation)” was and what kind of situation it was done. Although there is a constant accumulation of research
histories, 1 aim to clarify not only theoretical perspectives but also the relationship with the situation, and to clarify the bias of
“history of literature” written at each time.

As for female critics such as Naoko ITAGAKI mentioned at the time of application, it was impossible to produce results within the
period,] would like to set as an issue for the next year.
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