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The grant enabled me to conduct an extensive research of Cuba-related documents at the General
Archives at Seville, Spain. The research has revealed that thousands of soldiers who had been
captured during the First Carlista War were sent to Havana, Cuba. Previous studies have only
showed that there were such soldiers from La Mancha area in central Spain who were sent to the
Caribbean island. Therefore this finding will shed new light on transatlantic migration of laborers
which contributed greatly to Spain's empire building during the 19th century. The newly-found
documents also demonstrate that the expelled soldiers (the Carlistas) were forced to work in the
construction of new prisons and military roads, and they played a significant role in strengthening
of Spain's colonial bridgehead. The results of the research will be reported at the upcoming
conference of the Japan Association of Spanish History, scheduled in November, whose main
theme is "Rethinking Spain's Modernity from the Perspective of Migration".
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Migration and Spanish Colonial Rule: The Role of the Expelled Carlistas in Havana's Modernization
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The grant enabled me to conduct an extensive research of Cuba-related documents at the General Archives at Seville, Spain. The
research has revealed that thousands of soldiers who had been captured during the First Carlista War were sent to Havana, Cuba.
Previous studies have only showed that there were such soldiers from La Mancha area in central Spain who were sent to the
Caribbean island. Therefore this finding will shed new light on transatlantic migration of laborers which contributed greatly to Spain’ s
empire building during the 19th century. The newly—found documents also demonstrate that the expelled soldiers (the Carlistas) were
forced to work in the construction of new prisons and military roads, and they played a significant role in strengthening of Spain’ s
colonial bridgehead. The results of the research will be reported at the upcoming conference of the Japan Association of Spanish
History, scheduled in November, whose main theme is “Rethinking Spain’ s Modernity from the Perspective of Migration”.
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