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The separation of dispensary from medical practice (SDM) is common in European countries but
not so in Japan until recently. Due to the rapid increase of dispensary-related medical costs, the
separation itself has been questioned. This study evaluated the SDM from qualitative and
quantitative standpoints.
In the Japanese social insurance reimbursement system, lots of economical incentives have been
given, but it is a consensus among experts and policy makers that pharmacists did not live up to
the expectation. As expected, the reimbursement was lowered to encourage their activities in the
last reimbursement reform.
The researcher also collected real trading data of pharmaceuticals and analyzed them with panel-
data analyses method. The finding is that the elasticity of trading quantity by the difference
between the real price and reimbursed price (DRR) is not zero, meaning that there is a bias in
dispensary, and the number is higher among clinics which have relatively low rate of the SDM. The
limitation of the study was discussed.
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Evaluation of the separation of dipensary from medical practice
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The separation of dipensary from medical proctice (SDM) is common in European countries but not so in Japan until recently. Due to
the rapid increase of dispensary—related medical costs, the separation itself has been questioned. This study evaluated the SDM from
qualitative and quantitative standpoints.

In the Japanese social insurance reimbursement system, lots of economical incentives have been given, but it is a consensus among
experts and policy makers that

pharmacisists did not live up to the expectation. As expected, the reimbursement was lowered to

ecourage their activities in the last reimbursement reform.

The researcher also collected real trading data of pharmaceuticals and analyzed them with panel-data analyses method. The finding is
that the elasticity of trading quantity by the difference between the real price and reimbursed price (DRR)is not zero, meaning that
there is a bias in dipensary, and the number is higher among clinics which have relatively low rate of the SDM. The limitation of the
study was discussed.
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