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This study is based on the Shijing Research Book, holograph of "Shifuji" by Weng Fanggang
(1733 ~ 1818) a scholar from the Qing Dynasty Qianlong Jiaging period. The objective is to clarify
his research ideology and methodology. Weng Fanggang was a leading scholar of his time along
with Dai Zhen, Duan Yucai, Wang Niansun and Wang Yinzhi. These scholars established the
methodology of the study of ancient texts during the Qing Dynasty. What set Weng Fanggang
apart from his colleagues was his unique perspective, and he left a legacy of academic
achievements. Through a discussion of his Shijing studies, it is hoped that some clues to the
academic overview and the process of development of Qing Dynasty Shijing studies will be
understood.

It has been noted that the "Shifuji" contains a large number of quotes from Song Dynasty Shijing
studies. It is assumed that the studies of ancient texts during the Qing Dynasty criticizes the
philosophy and methodology of Confucianism during the Song Dynasty, and established an
antipodean school of study, but this isn't necessarily the case. It is very probable that the scholars
of this period absorbed and developed the essential elements of Song Dynasty Shijing studies,
and then created their own unique ideologies and methodologies for studying this subject. It is
suggested that Weng Fanggang's Shijing studies might shed light on understanding the
relationship between the academic studies done during the Qing and the Song Dynasties.
Studying the "Shifuji" makes it clear that the quotes from Yan Can's "Shiji" written during the
Southern Song Dynasty are especially important. Yan Can's "Shiji" is often quoted by not only
Weng Fanggang but by Dai Zhen, Hu Chenggong and other leading scholars of the time, and it is
an important text in terms of understanding the relationship between Confucianism during the Song
Dynasty and Qing Dynasty. Considering this, little analysis has been done regarding this work.
With this in mind, we will be studying Weng Fanggang's Shijing studies this year. To create a
foundation for studying his works, we will delve into the academic characteristics of "Shiji". Yan
Can is often criticized as having limitations because he conformed to the "Xiaoxu" in interpreting
the Shijing. However, a more comprehensive examination of his works elucidate that Yan Can, in
fact, made interpretations of the poets as well as what the people featured in the poems were




thinking in an unconventional way, based on the contents of the Xiaoxu.
Both Weng Fanggang and Dai Zhen placed importance on the Xiaoxu. This year's research should
yield important research results of academic significance pertaining to this.
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Study of Weng Fanggang’ s Interpretation and Philosophy in “Shifuji”
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This study is based on the Shijing Research Book, holograph of “Shifuji” by Weng Fanggang (1733~1818) a scholar from the Qing
Dynasty Qianlong Jiaging period. The objective is to clarify his research ideology and methodology. Weng Fanggang was a leading
scholar of his time along with Dai Zhen, Duan Yucai, Wang Niansun and Wang Yinzhi. These scholars established the methodology of
the study of ancient texts during the Qing Dynasty. What set Weng Fanggang apart from his colleagues was his unique perspective,
and he left a legacy of academic achievements. Through a discussion of his Shijing studies, it is hoped that some clues to the
academic overview and the process of development of Qing Dynasty Shijing studies will be understood.

It has been noted that the “Shifuji” contains a large number of quotes from Song Dynasty Shijing studies. It is assumed that the
studies of ancient texts during the Qing Dynasty criticizes the philosophy and methodology of Confucianism during the Song Dynasty,
and established an antipodean school of study, but this isn’ t necessarily the case. It is very probable that the scholars of this period
absorbed and developed the essential elements of Song Dynasty Shijing studies, and then created their own unique ideologies and
methodologies for studying this subject. It is suggested that Weng Fanggang’ s Shijing studies might shed light on understanding the
relationship between the academic studies done during the Qing and the Song Dynasties.

Studying the “Shifuji” makes it clear that the quotes from Yan Can’ s “Shiji” written during the Southern Song Dynasty are especially
important. Yan Can’ s “Shiji” is often quoted by not only Weng Fanggang but by Dai Zhen, Hu Chenggong and other leading scholars
of the time, and it is an important text in terms of understanding the relationship between Confucianism during the Song Dynasty and
Qing Dynasty. Considering this, little analysis has been done regarding this work. With this in mind, we will be studying Weng
Fanggang’ s Shijing studies this year. To create a foundation for studying his works, we will delve into the academic characteristics of
“Shiji”. Yan Can is often criticized as having limitations because he conformed to the “Xiaoxu” in interpreting the Shijing. However, a
more comprehensive examination of his works elucidate that Yan Can, in fact, made interpretations of the poets as well as what the
people featured in the poems were thinking in an unconventional way, based on the contents of the Xiaoxu.

Both Weng Fanggang and Dai Zhen placed importance on the Xiaoxu. This year’ s research should yield important research results of
academic significance pertaining to this.
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