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While the postwar regime of Japanese diplomacy premised on the Article Nine of the Postwar
Constitution and the US-Japan Security Treaty still remains intact, the "Pease and Security
Legislation" of September 2015 made it possible to exercise the right of collective defense which
had been interpreted as unconstitutional by the Japanese administrations successively. The
substance of this legislation, however, renders Japanese security policy still far behind the level of
many advanced democratic nations' policies. This study has explicated this puzzle by tracing the
evolution of the postwar regime of Japanese security policy over the past 70 years since the end of
the Second World War. The findings include :

1) During the occupation period, Japan had embraced the Postwar Constitution and the US-Japan
Security Treaty, while soon after the occupation there occurred moves by conservative politicians
to seek autonomy out of these schemes constraining Japan. They, however, turned out to be
unsuccessful, and the postwar regime remained unchanged and even became consolidated into
the 1980s.

2) Since the mid-1990s, however, these premises of postwar Japanese diplomacy and security
policy began to change, affected by the threat perceptions toward North Korea and China.

3) As a result, Japanese government has grown frustration toward the Postwar Constitution and
the conciliatory way of dealing with the history problem with its neighbors, and begun to construct
its overall diplomacy by defining China as a basic reference point. The postwar regime rooted in
the Constitution and the US-Japan Security Treaty, however, has remained intact.

4) In sum, the puzzle points to the discrepancy between the conservative government's mal-
adjustment to the postwar regime, on the one hand, and the policy outcome which still remains
within the boundaries of the postwar regime.
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While the postwar regime of Japanese diplomacy premised on the Article Nine of the Postwar Constitution and the US—-Japan
Security Treaty still remains intact, the “Pease and Security Legislation” of September 2015 made it possible to exercise the right of
collective defense which had been interpreted as unconstitutional by the Japanese administrations successively. The substance of
this legislation, however, renders Japanese security policy still far behind the level of many advanced democratic nations’ policies.
This study has explicated this puzzle by tracing the evolution of the postwar regime of Japanese security policy over the past 70
years since the end of the Second World War. The findings include:

1) During the occupation period, Japan had embraced the Postwar Constitution and the US—Japan Security Treaty, while soon after
the occupation there occurred moves by conservative politicians to seek autonomy out of these schemes constraining Japan. They,
however, turned out to be unsuccessful, and the postwar regime remained unchanged and even became consolidated into the 1980s.
2) Since the mid—1990s, however, these premises of postwar Japanese diplomacy and security policy began to change, affected by
the threat perceptions toward North Korea and China.

3) As a result, Japanese government has grown frustration toward the Postwar Constitution and the conciliatory way of dealing with
the history problem with its neighbors, and begun to construct its overall diplomacy by defining China as a basic reference point. The
postwar regime rooted in the Constitution and the US—Japan Security Treaty, however, has remained intact.

4) In sum, the puzzle points to the discrepancy between the conservative government’ s mal—-adjustment to the postwar regime, on
the one hand, and the policy outcome which still remains within the boundaries of the postwar regime.
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