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This article examines the role of the “China factor” in Japan-EU relations. The
way in which Japan and the EU address the challenges posed by the rise of China
affects the direction of the relationship. The “China factor” could work in both
positive and negative ways — promoting or harming Japan-EU cooperation. In general,
while it was largely a factor prohibiting cooperation due to large perception gaps
on China between Japan and Europe, it is nowadays becoming a factor promoting
cooperation as a result of a more alignment of Japanese and European perceptions on
China.
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