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“Value-oriented Diplomacy” and the “Arc of Freedom and Prosperity”,
the major foreign policy concepts under the first Abe administration (Sep 2006-
Aug 2007), intended to add a new pillar in Japanese diplomacy. The value-driven
approach was generated from three dimension of policy platforms; new logics for
Japan’s global engagement, dealing with the rise of China and Abe administration’s
domestic impulse to overcome the “post-war regime”. The demise of “Value-oriented
Diplomacy”, coupled with the resignation of the Abe administration, reflected its
dissociation with global trends and domestic contention over Japan’s China policy.
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