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In this paper, I review how the 1955 system of the Japanese politics characterized
by the bottom-up and consensus method of vertically divided ministries has been
changed by the political reforms of the Heisei era. Firstly, I examine the political
and administrative reforms in the 90s. Secondly, I analyze Prime Minister Koizumi’s
reforms and DPJ’s challenges for the governance reform in the 2000s. Thirdly, I look
at how Abe Administration has strengthened its top management based upon the
predecessors’ reforms. Finally, the future issues are discussed after looking back on a
number of efforts in the past three decades.
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