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The measurement of the level of all intracellular metabolites is rapidly
becoming important for gaining insight into functional biology. Recently we have
developed a new method for the analysis of most of all charged metabolites based
on capillary electrophoresis mass spectrometry (CE-MS). In this marriage of
techniques, CE confers rapid analysis and efficient resolution, and MS provides
high selectivity and sensitivity. This method is powerful and is readily applied to
medical and food samples and new findings by this approach are discussed.
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