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In this paper, we summarized the activities and outcomes of the research group for “Community
Governance through Empowerment of Persons Concerned”. Through the activities for five years,
we have come to the conclusion that it is necessary to establish the “weak expert system” in order to
sustain the livelihood of the aged especially in the suburbs of metropolitan areas. The family of the
first generation that stated to live in the suburbs in the 1960s and 1970s has been changing since 1990’s
with leaving home of children. Those at the forefront of the generation born in the 1930s are currently
entering the latter stage of old age and a part of them are transitioning to living alone with the death
of spouses. Only strong expert system like administrative system or market mechanism that supply
specialized services cannot substitute for mutual support within family. In the situation that community
network doesn’t have the function to produce services, it is critically important to develop the “weak
expert system” that empowers persons concerned to solve the problems through mutual independent
support in community.
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