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“Policy Innovation Initiative: Human Security Research in Japan and Asia” that started in 2003
as part of “21st Century Center of Excellence Program (COE Program)”, sponsored by the Japanese
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology ” ended in 2008. In addition to such
visible output as development of 29 Ph.D. students and 38 books published, the initiative produced
such important outputs as: recognition of policy innovation studies as a clinical endeavor, research
methodology to support such studies, and thesis assessment guidelines. The notion of human security
proved to be a very effective concept to learn from practice. Young scholars that the initiative
developed are expected to build upon the foundations to develop the field in the future.
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