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Migration as a problem, as an industry, and as a strategy
——Cases in Northeast Thailand
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This paper shows living strategies of rural people of
Khon Kaen, Northeast Thailand, through interviews with
the migrants and their families. The Thai government
recognizes migration as either an individual act by “poor
drifters” or “venturous foreign currency earners”. On the
other hand, many theorists attack such a recognition and
argue that migrants are forced to move by the global labor
supply system. However, I have discovered through
fieldwork that people neither decide individually to move,
nor are merely forced to move. Perceiving global
movement at the local level, people have begun to
construct alternative modes of life, encompassing such
concepts as migration.
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