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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2015

Building of Multi National and Multi Disciplinary
Learning Community for Higher Education

[ Practice of EBA Project

Category: Action Research

Summary

In this thesis, I investigate the design and building process of a multi national
and multi disciplinary learning community for higher education, where commu-
nity members are geographically distributed throughout Japan and the ASEAN
region. The field of research is the EBA Consortium, which is consisted of 6
top universities in ASEAN countries and Keio University in Japan and utilizes

Evidence-Based Approach as its main research concept.

There is a large literature on learning community building. However, there are
only few researches that focus on higher education communities with students of
such a diversity of institutions and countries. Thus, this study proposes a learning
community for the EBA Fieldwork—a program where students and staffs from
consortium member universities gather for a 10-day field trip in order to find and
solve emerging issues in Asia. The proposed learning community stimulates better

and sustainable collaboration even after graduation.

The learning community designed in this work has three main components. One
is 7 Collaborative Program”, to enrich the EBA fieldwork experience by introduc-

ing learning programs before and after the field trip. Another component is an
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SNS-based ”Online Platform” to improve communication among participants dur-
ing and after the EBA fieldwork and to create a ”community feeling” throughout
the program. The third one is a ”"Sharing Environment” where students—from
more than 7 different religions, 50 different specialized fields—and other stake-

holders could share their fieldwork outputs, learn together and keep connected.

This learning community was evaluated under an action research approach for
all 9 EBA fieldworks held from August 2014 to December 2015. The analysis
was based on surveys, interviews and feedbacks received from 157 undergraduate
and graduate students and other stakeholders such as participants, facilitators,
staff, lecturers and program leaders. The outcomes to confirm the efficiency of
the proposed community design and clarified the components required to make it

sustainable.
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