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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2015

LessonMe!
— A Project to Create Learning Opportunities to Solve

Poverty in Developing Countries —

Category: Action Research
Summary

There are seven billion people in this world, including approximately four billion
people called “the Poor”.

Through the LessonMe! project, this paper proposes a sustainable business
model to provide education to the Poor throughout the world, with the premise
that creating learning opportunities is the key factor to solving poverty.

LessonMe! is a website providing basic education for children among the Poor
in developing countries, conceived to let them enjoy both playing and learning
educational contents through any locally available communication infrastructure.
There are three parts to this project: Content Development, Deployment, and
Monetizing. This paper discusses the feasibility study for Deployment as carried
out in India.

The LessonMe! project team developed a stationary hardware device called an
“e-kiosk” in order to deliver contents to children; and installed it at a school, a
retail store, and a shelter for street children in India. While the question of select-
ing stakeholders remains an issue, the following factors were confirmed: children’s
acceptance of the e-kiosk, the economic viability of the e-kiosk, and improvements

in alphabet test results.

Keywords:
Education, EdTech, Poverty, India, BOP

Graduate School of Media Design, Keio University
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