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The Literature of Resistance ---the works and life of Ah-Long, a military officer of

National Revolutionary Army Ken Sekine 19/Sep/2015

This dissertation is the world’s first critical biography of Ah-Long (real name; Chen
Shoumei), one of the idiosyncratic literati in 1930-1950 China. Ah-Long had employed
many pseudonyms for concealing his military identity and produced various literary
works from the era of the anti-Japan war through the first 5years in PRC. Ah-Long
wrote the long novel of Nanjing Massacre, and also published highly sensitive poetry
and deeply insightful literary criticism. His work “Nanjing” is the first novel about the
fall of capital city Nanjing written by a Chinese author. While his name should have
been memorized in the history of Chinese modern literature, he completely disappeared
in any discourse of China until the 1980s: he was condemned as a counter revolutionary
criminal, sentenced as the big three criminal of “Hu-Feng Counter Revolutionary
Group”. Ah-Long was arrested on May 5th 1955, and was put in Tianjin prison till his
death in 1967. Deprived of the right of free speech, he has never been allowed to go out
even once. What is the real meaning of his death? Without answering this question, we
cannot fully appreciate his literary and cultural achievements. This is the reason why I
felt it necessary to complete a basic document of Ah-Long’s literature.

This dissertation consists of five chapters. From Chapter One to Chapter Three 1
constructed the true life of Ah-Long based on various memoires and the new data and
information I myself had long collected and closely examined: Ah-Long’s exact
birthplace, his relationship with the district organization of Chinese Nationalist Party,
his situation surrounding his entrance into Huangpu Military Officers School and its
influences on his later life, his severe injury in Shanghai defensive war in 1937 and the
true meaning about the very confusing trace of his movement from Shanghai to inland
city Yan’an, Xi’an, Chongqing, Chengdu etc. These biographical discoveries, I believe,
will contribute much to studies in Chinese modern literature. This dissertation also
includes another discovery of the reason why he had used the pseudonym “Ah-Long.”
What is more, I expanded the deepest speculation upon the love between him and his
young wife who committed suicide, and its serious ramifications. The illogical and cruel
criticism against Ah-Long, and the illegal arrest of him as a criminal of false accusation
“Hu-Feng Counter Revolutionary Group Affaire”, and his appallingly solitary life in jail,
based on my interviews with his bereaved family and old friends, and also with relevant
police officers. Therefore, this dissertation will undoubtedly be resourceful for the future

Sinologists.
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Chapter Four and Chapter Five are written as the basic sources for a proper
revaluation for Ah-Long’s literary works. In Chapter Four I discussed his long novel
Nanjing, which published twenty years after the author’s death and fifty years after the
completion of the text, making clear the true value of this memorable novel, the
situation of his writing and the considerable reason of impossibility about publication at
that time. In Chapter Five I made a survey of Ah-Long’s poetics and his thought about
creative writing per sere-appreciating his literature as a whole. These two chapters will

help the readers re-evaluate the quality of Ah-Long’s literary achievement.



	4820_関根謙（要旨）
	4820_関根謙（英文要旨）

