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Summary of Thesis:

This study focuses on theory, practice, and historical changes in the cultural heritage management of
Israel based on the analysis of the legislative system and practice.

Archaeology and cultural heritage management in Israel have been often illustrated as political tools for
nationalistic and religious ideologies in previous studies. Israel is a symbolic place for Jews, Christians,
and Muslims alike as a historical background to their belief systems, and for the Zionists’ political
purpose. Archaeological practice and cultural heritage management are strongly influenced by and used
for those ideologies because they form the historical basis for many people today. Considering
archaeological practice, archaeological site management, and other social situations from a diachronic
perspective, this thesis reviews previous studies and provides an extensive discussion about the

features and historical perspectives of cultural heritage management in Israel.

This thesis comprises five parts with ten chapters. Part | consists of an introductory chapter describing
the basic outline of my work, including the aim of this study and perspectives used to investigate
questions. Part Il traces the definition of heritage (Chapter 2), the historical background, and the present
situation in the State of Israel (Chapter 3). Chapter 4 reviews previous studies to clarify controversial
points and states the standpoint of this thesis. Part 11l (Chapters 5-7) presents the first analysis of the
legislative system for cultural heritage management, especially archaeological sites. The analysis uses
epochal laws and regulations implemented from the end of the Ottoman Empire in Palestine until today’s
State of Israel. To reveal diachronic changes in Israeli policy, Chapter 7 examines the laws regulating the
National Park and Nature Reserves system, which has been conducted by the Israel Nature and Parks
Authority (hereafter INPA) as the core of archaeological heritage management since 1964. Part IV
includes the second and third analyses to illustrate the diversity in practicing cultural heritage
management in Israel. Chapter 8 studies the sites selected by the Israeli government before 1964 and
by INPA after 1964 and discusses characteristics of heritage management. Chapter 9 presents four case
studies on heritage management conducted by NGOs to describe other aspects of heritage

management.

In conclusion, this thesis clarifies the following points. First, analyzing archaeological sites that the Israeli
government and INPA have managed shows that the principles and practices of government-led

archaeological heritage management were not formed by Bible-based ethnocentrism alone, as has been
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often claimed; rather, they were also influenced by other factors such as economic demands. Second,
studying the legislative system for cultural heritage management reveals diachronic changes in policy
and the possible social factors involved, such as people’s preference and tendency for heritage and
newly established non-centralized archaeological heritage management. Finally, consideration of
NGO-led heritage management ensures that each organization operates in accordance with their
principles. Although NGO-led practices are criticized for their deflection, they contribute to the diversity

in cultural heritage that we see today in Israel.
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