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The West in American History:

Frontiers, Borderlands, and the Future of Western History

Tomoko Yagyu"

Abstract: History of the American West developed along the disciplines that were laid
out in Frederick Jackson Turner’s frontier thesis throughout most of the 20" century. Since
the 1980s, the major elements of the thesis that promoted American exceptionalism, such as
the rise of individualism, seeds of democracy, and rapid “Americanization” on the frontier,
came under severe criticism from the “New Western Historians” that focused more on ethnic
diversity, class structure and gender issues. While western history today has sprawled into
smaller subfields without a grand thesis that would replace the Turnerian view, several new
promising directions in research have emerged to keep the field relevant in American history.
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(1) Louis Hartz, The Liberal Tradition in America: An Interpretation of American Political
Thought since the Revolution (New York: Harcourt Brace and Co., 1955); Charles Beard and
Mary Beard, The Rise of American Civilization (London: J. Cape, 1927).
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(5)  Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made It (New
York: Vintage, 1954); Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform: From Bryan to F.D.R. (New
York: Knopf, 1955); C. Vann Woodward, The Burden of Southern History (New York: Vin-
tage, 1960); C. Vann Woodward, Strange Career of Jim Crow (New York: Oxford University
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erick Jackson Turner: “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” and Other
Essays (New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1994). 71 ¥ 7 1 7 Him % &K 5 5k~ 8122w T
Kerwin Lee Klein, Frontiers of Historical Imagination: Narrating the European Conquest of
Native America, 1890-1990 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997),

(6) Charles A. Beard, “The Frontier in American History,” New Republic, 25 (February, 16,
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N72o Lacy K. Ford Jr., “Frontier Democracy: The Turner Thesis Revisited,” Journal of the
Early Republic, 13, No. 2 (Summer, 1993), 144-163.

(7)  George W. Pierson, “American Historians and the Frontier Hypothesis in 1941,” parts 1
and 2, Wisconsin Magazine of History 26 (September, 1942), 36-60; Ray Allen Billington,
Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier (New York: Macmillan, 1st ed.,
1949).
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