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Theoretical Development of Kaiho Seiryo’s Confucianism:

Around the Influence of Dutch Learning

Junko Aoyagi *

Abstract: Kaiho Seiryo is known as a free thinker who proposed mercantile economic
policy to some Han domains. He observed and considered all social matters objectively
without the traditional confusion prejudice.

He studied a new empirical Confucianism advocated by Ogyu Sorai, called “Soraigaku”.
Simultaneously, he was influenced by the way of thinking in Dutch learning, though he had
not studied Dutch at all, because he was grown up together with Katsuragawa Hoshii, who
was later known as a leading scholar of Dutch learning.

This paper examines the two bases of Kaiho Seiryd’s thought, “Soraigaku” and Dutch
learning, to placed him in the history of Edo period thought.
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