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William Rainey Harper's Critical Method of Bible Study

N 2 B HET
Mart Matsuo

This paper examines William Rainey Harper’'s Christian faith in terms of his
method of studying Scripture. In spite of the widespread idea of his “liberal” point
of view toward the Bible study, Harper, in fact, held the same traditional belief in
the Holy Word as orthodoxies claimed. Indeed he developed and supported German-
originated method of the Bible study that advocated different interpretations of the
Book from what orthodoxies upheld. Harper’s support for the method, however,
did not indicate that he agreed on the literal interpretation with disregard for God’
s holiness in the Bible. He believed, instead, that critical methods, such as higher
criticism, would provide a better understanding of the Word for both students and
researchers who would like to know more of God.

After the examination of preceding studies regarding Harper’s Christian idea
and the broad overview of his life, the discussion begins with his research methods
including higher criticism. The next section provides the illustration of his interpre-
tation of the book of Genesis with higher criticism. The following section discusses
Harper's intent to use such a controversial method and his belief in God. The final
section follows the reaction to the critical biblical study among contemporary theo-
logical scholars with Harper.

This study argues Harper’'s underlying faith behind his seemingly liberal approach
to the Bible and demonstrates that instead of degrading conservative Christian val-
ues, he had desired to be a servant of God by diffusing the right interpretation of
the Bible using his critical methods.
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