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Thomas Jefferson's Higher Education Policy

—his political strategies in the plans and the practices
for the University of Virginia—

S S
Katsuya Endo

It's often said, to Thomas Jefferson, education and politics were inseparable. Whatever
he looked to education in any form, he did so with the eve of a statesman. So his political
concerns can be often clearly identified in any educational plans which he proposed although
almost of his proposals couldn’t be realized except the plans for the University of Virginia
in his life time.

Jefferson took more than forty years to see the university open its doors in March 1825
since ‘he proposed the idea of a state university as the capstone of a general system of
public education in 1779 During this period, he experienced years of intensive legislative
struggle, repeated disappointments, and revised his plans. Why didn’t he give up his plans?
Because his plans were not simple educational ones, but they contained some important polit-
ical strategies.

In this paper, Jefferson’s political strategies contained in the plans and the practices of the
University of Virginia would be mainly discussed in order to manifest a figure of his higher
education policy. Then, the discussion would be done according to these four key points:
a state university as a wall of separation between church and state, public control and
governance of the university and students, agricultural society and its policy, republicanism

and federalism.
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