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Some Aspects of Animal Possession :

A Interim Report of Field Research about the Belief
of Possession in Sado Island

BB B =
Yuji Nakanishi

In Japanese folk societies, a racoon dog is often thought of as a creature which deceives

and possesses human beings.

A creature which is take up as the case in this paper is

Mujina, a kind of a racoon dog, living in Sado Island, Niigata Prefecture. Roughly speaking,

Mujina has two characteristics, supernatural and social one.

For example, it is said that

they have a personal name, marry out, have a hieracry among themselves and live with
their family, however, they also do harm to the natives with their supernatural power to
result from envious feeling. But, these characteristics are also shared with the humans.
Only understanding the dual characteristics of Mujinag and those of the humans, and the
interactions among them, we can approach the world view of Sado Islanders.
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