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On Anti-Essentialists: their features, limits,
and potentialities

Asako MUKUO

This essay is a study of the “anti-essentialist” approaches as
the methodology in the realm of sociology and human sciences,
which have become prevalent for recent years. Here, I would
like to examine the following three types of “anti-essentialism”
1) the social constructionism which has been developed mainly in
a sociology of social problems; 2) the post-structuralism such as
the feminism, cultural studies and post-colonial studies; and 3)
Richard Rorty’s Neo pragmatism. They all have a great deal of
studies evolved under the impact of so-called the linguistic turn.
It appears, however, they sometimes come into conflicts as their
targets and goals are not common to but different from each
other.

My primary concern is to review comparative studies of these
approaches extensively, and thus to explore the potentialities
and/or limitations of the “anti-essentialism” in a sociological per-
spective.

Talking about the narratives of the “anti-essentialist” theory,
special attention is given to the positionality of the speaker—in-
cluding analyst/researcher, In this context, it may be recogni-
zed as a new method in sociological research distinct from preced-
ing approaches and dislocating them. Such a stance, I presume,
rather signifies the thoroughness in theoretical setting of sociolog-
ical issues.
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BEOFEMNERPA v a—, LEAWR THEE] tWHERBO L,
T, B EEBEER I RICBVWTHVY SN, EHOSHOM Tl
BEE2EfLlTwa B LELEHS. —R, o Twa I EEMET
Bz, His@-oTVWa LI ICEbNsh, EDLIAZOHMSDEN
TEHLIAPREINSG T EBH TV IRVNIHIIT, HBRPMEAS > T
BODTEEWD, KM 2Fh, A THEIVIBSE, &-T
U AREFREIELODVDILEANREPEEAIN TR I LG E
FhLEOICELNLZDE. AhEEL/AIRTEIEEFZTNERE, E
ICEREE, BEOTEEHAEZSATVWE DS S, 20 [EHxl 3, BEXNY
ThNEEFKThh, &x2icE/ BB EsEAaHL S 5
CELFENEDLTHB. EBMAT, 5 LICEFROEMEIC X 2EHEOHE
NE, BVEVWEBX I CIEXES ERMBBELBDOTRIENWIES S,

[#E2E construction] [[RA'E FE & anti-essentialism] & W - 2 iE&
b, THOLw Vvl c9—FOSbIEAONLS. VESILET S [
AEXE| THE| VS LEOMIKALNIZEREVITOWVT, FAZ
PRPRETIEAEREA CEl, CThETHEDOEFELTELAONTE
YESEENIIC THE] shitboThs, LWHIELH (GWVWTIIR
[RAEEE] WEE) 3, SHOAX/HESBZEOLS, & 5\WIELD
DFHEELELT, §TRILRSE EELTVWS. dnLs, ERTR,
DY — LDOWHETEBNATHTHEHWZIT, EHielEXtEoRE» s 5
OB bN TSV, BigiE, <9 LAEMREREET <, TREA
BER] B30/ LEOWMDT LB ELERITRE LT5HAT
&3, |

bz d, [MAEFER] OBRROTIFEDO—DICiE, 20 HHicoRE/3E
MW TdH 5 [ EERMEED linguistic turn] b iFoh b, 7 1 —

5]
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V#@K%ib,Rm~f4®ﬁ%Lkﬁ%@% (Rorty ed. 1967) i
TIESFIONB LD > COEBIE, TR FMESF =L, KR b
HEERI EOBREREMEL SV EAD, EROAYL « HLF2ED 5
FA b7 PEEBREFEEN 210 L. SEHVEEL I, BB
Hy, [BEARNG TEH] TAE| 2EBR T84 00 [E8E] KESENUT
RFENDEREERT 2. 2D, h50 [AE| EH| K300
FATREEIIFEIICIED, T o EEELOBR 22 hoBuhic

LCELNZODWERESNB LI -0 TH B, L LT, SEL
AiCh B EEEINT O [FE] TEE] L CoksE» >, [RAE
FH| BEFINDZI L END, HicANE, 75 LAKAEEHENTE
ZED, SRERIEERIEHE L TE L VAL L.

[[Z anti] &HBLE, &% [RAEFTHR] ITEED 5V IXIILIEH
HEd 5. XFED, [AEXEE| 0T 38T 3, LBAUTHRL
TLEAF VWA EVWZE, 2B EMICTIEERKEAS, BENS, £0
[REXEH | B, BlclRCAd, [REAEFR] »o0BEHE2 D
BT L -TULMLTRRLABWALTHS. REER, RKELWSH
¥ () OROMEEN, VEOAEERERAELHRLOMEE LTH
RHcEFEINABERICS VCOAEBE N2 EE0] (B 2000:
108 FBHREERICEE) &L, IRFEER] 2UToLoic@m T
3,

s, KABEFERE, Ké@#if%ﬁﬂéﬁéﬁéiﬁ®gﬁfi%
@amm RABERE 13, ABEHSECEVSTETEREL, LA KE
REEDY L1053 READERE WV > REEORZIH T 2 RFEIGEE VS
HE-EIEWIIETH B, (RIF 2000: 108 FHRIZEED

P LT, FhFEho [RABEFH| EETI2EEBNIATH LD
», BEETHLEMHERSNS, (s [RKE] LT IER] STt s
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AT, £H5FTHILTAEHBLTVWA2D0%, S [KAE
FR| 2BHTE2VDE—A—RDTHY, TOv—H—2HVTHES
REAEDT B EBRFXICB T AIEE LTS,

[RAEEE] &, VIFETEEL, GRITLDHITD) HEBETFRO
BHO—oThHD, HEFOEBTINE TR LELDERVHAS. K
BicBWTd [HETH] & I[RAETR] 2 —HEHBICHVWRCEE
BB, KN, COREBECEVTE, HAT RAEEH] &dEnEmu
EHT LT, INFTOVWDLYIHSFHLEE R, OFATNTLEVR
RIEVWEIBEDEED ILETHE L TAIL.

o3, RFNEEE] ZUTO=E21cRBILTE@RLETVL, HE—
i, HefBorseEhETchaoNG HEBEEHR| 7T —FTH
B, B, ANFaINeRIT 4 =XV 2v ¥~/ I vaT)
FAMBLOER Pau =T UHRIA SN, [R2 MEEER] K
T7ru—FRTHB, FLTEZR, £BROE_0OEKEE [XLEE the
cultural left| EHFIT 20 -7 s OFTER (R4 < TS5 <2710 Xb] %
LDBFB, L, Tho=FE, FLPEEIKHYLHERAEV
&0, TREEFZHE| KE3b0D EIEOHIGERL TWVWAEEiEE
mEWL KD,

AKBTLOVHFE=Z2007 70 —-F0H5, BE 2R, [HE%E]
BUABETIROFERICBVTIE, dF M EickalEhtihat, &
AZVRFGHTESDOERBTUSRALINT I L EBbb., £R
PREETRENLSEERECODVTVAE, LEXE] N5 —0#ER
(Butler 1990; 1997 7 &) RBHEMCKE LY EFoh, BREREROE
BICKECEBELTWALES S, 120, ANVFaS5)be YT 4—XR,
RAbPaa=7e 2757+ —XOHRE, VRESHRLBT 2ta
BMEFROBNOUEHIITIE, SRELAVNoNTIEVEWE S IR
5NB. HBWE, T7xI=XsPFvat ) Xsdos EOMEEIC
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BREMNICEFINAD, VWbYw3 [He%¥] tRilobosHonikbd
S5F5VLHHEDOLELNTY., O—F DA « FS55v5 4 TLCH
LTd, -6 BgHERWERELT, V5 XaimefEb 3 &
I B—HMOFINERE, ChETORLETRERINTELHEISH S
DTREVKESI . 25 LkBMnEANd 2T 2L0 1, [RAEE
| LVOIBEEEFESEP DI, TUSEHESBE L OHEAERTY
KHBEFEHNGEVID, WS OBREOTIETH 3.,

FNTIR, 2OFNICOVWTHELTAHLL,

HEEEER HSHEOBEIENT7 So0—F)

HEEETERE, VOETHRLS, HAFEOHEFIIBVTEAIERS
NTVBE77a—-FD0EDTH 5. 1960 ERLUBOEMNETHBA T
BotcvAXY v IEENSIRELCERESNK S. v - —~L&D.
K-35y Ficks, OGRIEET &, AR LOERORENZE Ontolog-
ical Gerrymandering #t¥| (Woolger and Pawluch 1985 =2000) % 1
e L, VWHhWABETFRGHERT, HEATS, T TIZDOENTEY
EEEST, ZOREBIUHEEMSLEN2DH B, T, FLiyEp
ZORRNEOF X TV O LT, BREREREZLCEANE, FEIRZRIC
bl BEEBICEA RS < LT x 308 (G » tiflfig 2000: 13-4).

EH, KEITWE, SHOHSEETHZEOEME ST/, M.B. 2 ~x7
y—& 1L *vEIckD THLEEOESE] (Spector and Kitsuse 1977
=1990) I3ZbZ b, IhiEBLCKRNT 3. FAER, SEmihz
HFTrARY v IIEREBBRLICEARLIBEDTHS. TIT
i3, FELLOUFOHWEERT 2 LT, BEERD [RAEEE]
B TAW.

B s, A7 -+ wREEBCEVT, HEEBEELETED
[ERE] & LTRBHAL LS LT 5RO SBEAROFTEE L ST,
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ANa SR E R SRERE L ERT 2 ER, T40b57 L1 AHLILTEE)
WWEHTBEVS, k7o —FEEREL BHORESOAERE
[HESREOMEEER O TH 5 LRI, MEEREROBHNESE
REXY, FhrEBltLizdoTdbd s EHEEL TV S (Spector
and Kitsuse 1977=1990: 115).

Z OB, HASRELE LT BEINIRE] BEET 2hEMICOVT
W TBEFL W] WS HRAE S 13 & 5 (Spector and Kitsuse 1977 =
1990: 120).

[-o] HEREOREFOMEED, HIREICOVTORELILTOEREH
PR ORREIc 2 MBALE S A VWA B 13 L, BEEEIADTICVENELE
WHDIE, FRIEEBELTETIEREY, OFIER bhbnNBEEEIR
REOEEEZEDTVEVS TEEBERT 20T THHOVL, HE8EE MO
W s BEEEE S, RENREIC > LT OIFROETRY, ZoRECRR®
THHZTNETEHBVWEVS T EEZBHKRT 2O TRV, £JIHFET S
CHEFEINIFEL2DOIREIC>WTO, BEMBEHEES S THE-TdEW, 7
LA LB LY THERE ZNICINA BIEB &Y, HEMEOMSF O
REOTHD, TOLIREHIEAL TBD, HESENTHALLZOE
HEAEMNIEL, FONEEZDITFT B LB TX 5. (Spector and Kitsuse
1977=1990: 122-3)

EWVWHIDG, [RENL] dAMES X U2 0RROSITIE, EBRICIZH
S BESOMELMEZRNI LWL STH S, WAL, Fv+5I0KREE
DEEPLEBIZOVWTHREL, FEOx v N—D 7 VA 6 %D HHELE
FAEEBOSTICEST A L 2RIBTADTH 5.

LT, ARy y—&Fyid, BEERME REcE SV THSRE
ZFIET 5, FEROFITHRIIAERFITT L THE L. R=7 5 —-L+
VDI DL EEAR, BRIARCBWTOANIETSH 5, BEfILAL
W, LT, BRicWHW B OG HENEHT 2037205, AETiEZDF
HE TSV, L, EBNT Vo —FEMRET S EoRE IOV
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T, BXOSKEFEBELLEELREBL T d > ebidTidisw,
FYEERRT - IEEBOLHIT, &L HEEMEIIOWTOEHEN
T7e—FEERT S EOREE, [HEFEDOIEEDO A -V y
7 EOBEMOHER LTV S (1977=1990: 4 =), +Hbb, Ot
RBDEDHIDF V=L LTOEEFEFELVSAEmcB VTR, YTZds
DA vN=E LTOELDBRERICH L TR E2E3 &1t 3, @H
PRI V=7 DA v =& L TOREFEL L TIE, REPEROHEBER
BT CHEERETI GRS 7Y —F oS 28603, 21T
O FIEOSIME & L ToFE R, FBOBEMRE LT, EBHIL
R ICB D VA DEIEEZ PGS, FOWOHRICH 5 FEIEFHRN
BEHEREEZFANTLE I L VWS, HEFEEO=20fllHL 2D (R3F
1) JRkE, TROLOLERROBLEREH~OSMEKIcESsh Tl
TOHREH AR RT VR, RDLI B, +vvERRIF—HE, O
ZHEPSEDLSICHCERLTVWADD, dEDId- X0 LEETEN
TWIEW, 7208, e L bl Thnid THEARE LIS 0RBE LR
- | (Spector and Kitsuse 1977=1990: 110) ® ¥ F L WHESEE D H
DHETHBEEBEATORESICERbONE, L LEELLERFZDOHS
BIZBWVWT, 7 vA LU THRBEEARTH A HRIFEDHENRE
BWET B —HT, 71 LE0HHFTY —REBRO—EIE L bBXTY
3., 5L TREBE A v=LWVWS "HRAOBEL ZOERED
] (B 1999: 204) ML oh s ticiREBEasnwv. dL&¥EEEHS
DL (B8 ~oS «&NeEba Db, ABTEVHITEH9
o7 Fu—F Lo ETEIATEREHTH 5.

R MESEERNT7 7 0—F

WOTAE T, B MVBETBEOFREE VDTS, R M EEESR
12, BHRIZIETRTREBCERICESVWTVWAEWS, YV ya—VOREEE
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BRI RENRRERT, AX/MSHFCRECEEES5A TE /I EH
THE CORNICABESYONG, EHUEOT = I =X 4, B
FadeRIF4—R, BLURRaw=71Y X53, Yr5EX
FHCE VI DIFTRBTLEBVEoOM, FIFEFE—ICLT, LI
RELH ST, TE/TAF VT 4T« OBIEMARIE /28 i< HERE L
LTEL.

INnsid, HEEFH~OERE D, RRITEROFIE LR 21
MBd 5 ELOo—BICERLBIVD, HEEEBETOSFIEHER
%, BRI RIC Bwf%ﬁ-%ﬁﬁéiﬁﬁ&%@ﬁubm;o.é
S5icdh A TERNIICV A, FEROFENSHERR/ bt 25 U 25E
BORIRTH S, hdold, 7—a—2FIV5o0FlE R2bES=X
L, RR M=y REFRE, Fica—o vy NTEEI N —EOEH
&, FGEEATULETASEMNERIEAESE LD, FEDFE
RIGEIER E WS X D kB 2TEDOIRLE, BETHEEEZONLS. £0O
XM RAY v REEBREICE - Tid, — RIS HEN/BUEHIETEI &
LEAADTE, X, BE BMERZEEVSKODYWEY T « HVF ¢ —
SRR &5 5.

CHLARR M BEFENTERICHBIRERED0, 7477+
%4-ﬁ%ﬁu—®§ﬁ%arﬁﬁjw%éﬁﬁécéﬁiwﬁﬁ%%}
TEIETHE. F—NFVS,

ul

TAFYF 4741, SHOMlicBLTTIREL, AfllicsLWTERsO
55DTH5B. ESICEFDIELITE-T, bObNRTAT VT 471 %,
FERI/S B & EREBROANIT, RHSRIERERIRIC X - T, 5|
i) BIEHIRO R L THEESNE D E L THEHRT BLENS B, &5
i, TATFvT 474, BHOFERISHEEOERHOAMlIcBWTEENS
bOTHD, Lichi->7T, F—7T, BARCERINIHE—EF—Z DL
BEBEKRTO [TAFvF4574] (0F0, 3NXTEAATEEL 60D, &
WHDIEC, AIKERLORVWED)—DFREETHEED S, BLAE
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REPRE 2T EODFRETH S, (Hall 1996=2001: 13)

2%, IhsFVTNRd, VWhYAEENMEAESL L EnEHER, W
EdaL5picbT, ANGKE—K REEEEK BRI LI
[ REEEZ| I L TV B30, |/FWLoics »> Tofud, B
FEPEMEIFRTH D, NEEEBPREMENESE (Gilroy 1992=1995)
THD, TEREREBLCHEMTHETS 5.

ZFNFETOEERIIBVWTC, 74774743, BAD [ 0L3
BboELThHbh, TAFvF47407—vavicBALTRE, -5
HetoBREE LT, 2OKZER BT 29F 06 L OCFFEHICER
ftLcimitonhTE, sTRRELT THERI [B/&l &LV
BEOEMO [AE] BEFEEsHh, FARFNCELT2b0&LT
LHLAONTELDOTHS. [HE] OFER, MiEl toER (b
& - T—f3ft, LEk, B/ n3E, 25 LB AL CREN
BAONBEIITHD, TAFVT 454 XY 747 20FHRPZOM
Hl, ANVF a5V e ZFF 4 —XPRAPIIO=TIN e RFTF (=X,
7z =X A, BEUEZHLD OIRAE L HLHEEZED (T 2H
O] 3% (Giroux OFFRESRBO T &) L, T FNHERMVEHIN
TWAOMERE., s icik@BT 0, 74 F v 75+ 7+ ZEENIC
TS HREPICIEZ, 20207 o2 2EHLIT L LD & R
Thb OREOD LTI, RNEMISWATERICERETA T T4
74 &, BELshiEEREVIEER, HoMWT, BRoliT, B
WREEEOREH CRI LALEFRLVWIFBRILL - TEDLONS
(Giroux 1994=1995: 184-5).

ZOkE HE AR, Yvi—/vr2vaT VT8, EFEEDS
5% 505 EREERNSFE LS, TRBLCHFELTCELER EYE
Hl, 3 0VRXIHMBEAEEREBE s L Lk LA,
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JaF4ReNbS5—D [YxvF—« +3570](1990=1999) &, %
5 LI BEEDREHETHL LV LD,

D&, BREhTOIEREZOENBROFE~OHEB LT
B, BEOTAF Vv F a4 A7 T) —OREAERES oD, L0
Pt g5, LA, 723 =X 2EH)/BRELTAHLD. EHELE
D72 I=RLRXBVTI, HIchrbeTOREIREBRULRT 200X
SIBEEI N [EoEBY:] 2, AA/EWEE/PERRO I
Lo GHEIC—RL, TEtEhicdboThd L LTiflani, 2%
(BRI BB b ORERBEET ATV, LW Iy,
75w 7=, EWEE ESHRoLWLErSHEND
ThHbH. Thid, AxOBHBEERD [l v —HElkir s
—DOAREIIC L > TREHKENE I EANDBEEABLIENTES. Y
T, BEHR I 2 32X L DPY 4 =2V e F T e HhF5—e T 23 =2XLD
BHE V- e b T, RR MEEEERNEIRIZE T 78 GEtT
BT & &7 RA 2000, TIAt 2002, Kl 2008 FE2SHD).

ETAT, ¥R MEEERED, E5/EB LISV THVWHOEER
HEEODLICHEHLTBBE»HA S, M/ L5077 7o —F
&, [b] oREM « Biglts LU0 0% OEHBEFRERS Tk b,
WEROEMB LT VHOWBHERACK L CHBL WHRHIZRER L TV 3,
WA, KX MEEEBORNEZRURE LI, FndT s HLO
[HEEONME) 1I220WT, 2V HSMNE S W i (HE HEM,
ANE, Bk E) »oiED, TOEHRMSLEDLIBEELRITL S 50
LWV EIHLT, ELOTHRNPODRENTHLEVA S, £OE
BT, B/ sicsnwT [BRELAENES] 3bEiBEESATY
T, EZRL 7 v ZRBBERDVWTEI T &S it <3,

[] BESE THOAECEANLTS] T, THDARUILN
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BiTA Th A ETHIE, BRNESEHRCHBEIC3DIE, FE /BBy
[Fa] BF NV RT 4y JICERRENDZCETREV, FREER O, BHE
JORECEREBINICRIRT 52 Lick > T, THbBERE LD,
CEHEE Y 7V F 40, THREME] 2V 522 e 2 itk o,
FHROUMEMBNELFBRINCERBE T2 ETHB. 25 TH->THN
W, TCTHERBEEBEANSENOY TR, HEicELT T2
2 NDEPNBEI, VM) AVCEERLILERETHBZEEL
W, (Ang 1994=1999: 64)

IDEIIT, EP2EHHDOUEFEELEL L TOHCEELLEDIALDT
AFVF 4574 BBOBIELZ 7, B MEETFHENEEO TRABE
| WHEBIKREE-TVWADTH 3,

O—F A DRF « TST257 4 XA
AHRET)Fr—Fen—F 4 28805 F 30, BELL0B[H
XbHBrb LNV, ZRRE—ICE, JBUDILREBD, LWHW

[EERMER] OLIERENS & 5101 - 1 5H, BOREL /-
%Y%ﬁi@%@%ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂ%%&moC&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂé.ifcc
o, SEHROEEEET LAREED [RAGESE] 280 5 LEHS
3. F1, %R TAREAOEND 0B, [RAEEH | [RE#HSTE
F| AEHETEIEORL «c TS5 TF 4 Xa3, —R, RITBERILER
F%EI%WK%EﬁCWL¢5$OT%DEﬁb,D”?4i%ﬂ%%
[ALER | LT3, 2hBBERO», 25 LIcAERNTACL
T, A THT 28 TEN RAEFE] XLV e HEL L5 ILE
bhdhrbTh5.

o—F5 4 BFEATE [RAEFE] L HO (RA )T 737<T7 1
JIBBEFECEE LTS, HoBBIcEL T}, SEER/ AN
i S OBIREFE O LIF LIt h 30, zoERM 5%
EBEROEE] (1979) LRI, Tb% b TEiEaEE] MR BT,
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TTREFshDoH -7t L-oThhb Ly (BFFK 1993).

St kST, SERMEE S, HEY, EARE [EHE| 28
LT BME,D [EE] WESEMTIHENE YT T2 EEEHT
5. THbL, {BRO7SS<F 4 A FORBRERNEIE S TR,
CORRIEHEA o —F 413 [EiE] KL 3Tz hicE o {Han
ERICERENTEIOR, TITRRENZDON, [£5E] 28U A-
ok /Bl& % Bk $ 5 &3 edification] 4. Td % (Rorty 1979 =
1993). & &, BIREMEH THLLLEbIT, FTLLSEDE
A5 77— REE/AETSELON TEN] BEFTOHEEVS.
i, [BERERNTEFOHEVWDY, EEOFER LWV XD ba5E0#ticd 3,
EWHIRE | OWLIREN S & LA (Rorty 1979=1993: 432),

1980 FERFLIE, o—7 4 VWb w3 [fRERER | 38T, 0
MR BUEH /RN S ONEBITEIR B L L5, HIREK (2002)
DEBIHZE, U—FT 4 DRA « F57<7 4 XLDEHIL, LIFTOok
HILEME NS, TbhDb, O MM[BFE fallibilism | (BEFRCHEES X
CITEhcd L CHE—IE L WARER S, BRI K » TEEDERIEA
BICENIBERESV L EMAFEL WL EWV S EIR), @ [FERF his-
toricism| G&4 DEEREHAE B L UHSEBIEFEOREEHIRD &4
CTBE0W3EA), @ [REREFK anti-representationalism | (HFH
ZIFHEICRE L L9 & T 2HAOI L, REDIEMMZRET 52 HEIE
e Wd FEIR), @ [KAEEFK anti-essentialism | (R 1L E 208
FIRT AAEERE, LEOERFEE, B0 ARRNEOEEZRY, A
FWFER LGRS S LAEEPARBERIFEL W ET 3 ER),
Z LT, ® [REM-SJESH anti-foundationalism | (BL& 5k
INBIHERESE LAREBPIEREREELBTVWEWSEZ), ORHET
HY, BREO=Z2oBe —F 1 FEOLDTH 5.

LT, AREOETETH S [KAEEE| PBEBITOSNLTWEDITK
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2, Thide—F 425 3—oyw ROBMHE, LEIEFY) Folhkkgs
HL@®ME, TAVADT S5 2T 4 XADRHEICHEESH b TR
RETIE >/ & EGBEBKBL TV S (Critchley et al. 1996 = 2002 &
B, v—7 4BV TiE, 2Tl [BR] 0b5bNBEDOTHD, Wb
W3 [REE | BEROEGFEE, KEHEIEEINS. BEREINRED
B L - THELZ [BRCPHRROWPOH] 20dbDTH-T, Wil T
[Z 05 DESPHERELOFEAE] TRV, FLTIoBHTENRLRE
NT26DT%, [EE] DFOFEOWVWS & AD [KEOER final vo-
cabulary| D TH D, FRIEDRITEXINLZIONE I ENEEINT
W3 (Rorty 1989a=2000). @ [RAEEHR| cESWTHOWVWS H
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