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Todays Problem of International Education:

——f{rom a Crosscultural Life History of “A Daughter of the Samurai"——

X B KR F*
Mayuko Ohnishi

The purpose of this study is to show a pitfall of international education from a case study
and to consider how educational philosophy should be in crosscultural society. I argue that we
must focus on the existence of cultural conflicts rather than tolerance in international
education. 1 used the life history of a Japanese woman, Etsuko Sugimoto, who experienced
crosscultural conflict in both Japan and America during the Meiji, Taisho and Showa eras. She
wrote an autobiography called A Daughter of the Samurai in English in 1925 and called ‘a

citizen of the world’ in the US.

From the autobiography, we learn that crosscultural understanding and a creation of new
aspects for international sociely come after a overcome dilemma and crisis of identity. Based
on hardships of crosscultural understanding, we must draw attention to cultural conflicts and

reflection more for international education.
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