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Keio Jean Monnet Workshop for EU Studies
EU Document and Analysis

A Secure Europe in a Better World, European Security Strategy

Masahide KOBAYASHI

On 12th December 2003, European Council held in Brussels adopted policy
document named“ A Secure Europe in a Better World, European Security
Strategy”. This is the first comprehensive security strategy paper for
European Union. On this article, author will introduce whole of its transla-
tion and make brief analysis.

Four clear differentiations could be found in contrast with U.S. National
Security Strategy adopted by G.W. Bush administration; no* enemy”” state
failure” instead of* rogue states”* preventive” instead of* pre-emptive”
and“ soft” or social approach. These features are supposed to be derived
from by EU’s “ lowest common denominator” approach in security strategy
as EU has neutral countries in its Member States, but also by eagerness in
establishing itself as unique security actor apparently different from United
States, in other words alternative-oriented, in addition to*“ civil power” lega-
cy of EU in the Cold War years.

Then, how and how long could EU be alternative" soft” security actor?
In author’s view, this positioning of EU is transitional one; as EU is ever
growing as full-fledged security actor, as EU is still hesitating to invite
Commission to strengthen“ soft” or social approach of security, and as EU
is not willing to confront U.S. with this document.
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