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The research was designed to contribute knowledge about the impact of science on the
consumption of food, focusing in particular on the role of veterinary medicine in the assessment of
meat in nineteenth-century Germany. Before the establishment of a modern and obligatory system
of meat inspection during the twentieth century, European states, including German ones, relied on
the expertise of butchers, medical practitioners and consumers to protect against meat products.
Building on recent international research on the intertwined histories of animal health and food, the
investigation was able to show how and why veterinarians came to contest the expertise of all
three to construct, by the 1880s, a system of meat inspection in which veterinarians became the
principle scientific experts working in newly-built abattoirs. As a model country whose example was
emulated across the world, results revealed why butchers, doctors and consumers today have very
little to do with meat inspection.
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The research was designed to_contribute knowledge about the impact of

science on the consumption of food, focusing In particular on the role of veterinary medicine in the
assessment of meat in nineteenth-century Germany. Before the establishment of a modern and
obligatory system of meat inspection during the twentieth century, European states, including German
ones, relied on the expertise of butchers, medical practitioners and consumers to protect against
meat products. Building on recent international research on the intertwined histories of animal
health and food, the investigation was able to show how and why veterinarians came to contest the
expertise of all three to construct, by the 1880s, a system of meat inspection in which
veterinarians became the principle scientific experts working in newly-built abattoirs. As a model
country whose example was emulated across the world, results revealed why butchers, doctors and
consumers today have very little to do with meat inspection.
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