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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate that Yeats's involvement with the
Steinach Operation which Norman Haire performed on him in April 1934 places
him on the fringes of the world of eugenics. The paper first refers to sexologist
Norman Haire. The field of sexology whose interest lay in achieving a scientific
understanding of sex was founded in the early years of the twentieth century and
quickly developed into an academic endeavor. Haire, aiming at the health and
happiness of society, threw himself vigorously into the movement of sex education
and birth control and was also attracted by the possibi-lities of rejuvenation.
Secondly, the paper examines Yeats's experience with the Steinach Operation.
Steinach was a celebrated professor of biology at the University of Vienna. After
having investigated the physiology of the gonads, he came to the ultimate
conclusion that hormonal action of the gonads was the crucial factor in determining
sexual function. Addi-tional experiments led him to deduce that the ligation of the
vas deferens would have a rejuvenating effect. It is important to bear in mind that
the Steinach Operation was simply a vasectomy resulting in sterilization. Thirdly,
particular attention is paid to Yeats's implication in eugenics. Yeats joined the
Eugenics Society in November 1936 probably through the influence of Haire but
soon resigned from the Society. Raymond Cattell who took an extreme view of
hereditary inheritance and approved of sterilization made a significant contribution
to Yeats's thought at this time. It would be no wonder that Yeats looked "distinct-ly
out of place" (Bradshaw) in the Society advocating environment-oriented eugenics.
Finally, the paper concludes that Yeats's involvement with the Steinach Operation
in 1934, the year of the enforcement of the Nazi Sterilization Law, sets him within
the broader context of the British eugenics movement and thus has darker
undertones.
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4 = 4 (William Butler Yeats, 1865-1939) {3, 19304{\4058, &%l
e EMERICHE T 5. £ORKDERKIT, EMICL2AKNLEL,
LN bIHEMREDOET L, THUSH) BIFEROBRTH > 72 FFAN
fa-7=fEn A DRI, 728 21E, 1932486 H 9 Bt FEo—mi %2 5d
&, BOHAZ EHNTEL— [ROBENEIFLEL, BT 2RELR
¥+ %A ] “my imagination stopped and has showed no sign of mov-
ing”s! VFe—F - ZAerpHEETALIR, A4 VIEBWT [F
fE] “versemaking” ¥ [1:% ] “lovemaking” #E#EA T4 2 B4R IZ H
BT e, HMBENOFRIEFHOERNOMBICEELZNOTH S,

DEIICHEZ E- THE2®E LTI % 5 %] “Myself must 1
remake”? Y RED TEHITEN 2D, ¥ 284 F - Fhis 2 EFEFH
Th-o72e £ 24V EL 284 FAFMMTONTIE, TTICHMATED
HhoarH, FHIcLkdE, FHOBERMREIHSEFTL O EIHES
“psychogenic” DL DT L2k, BERALVTINTIZ 13 A CTEE
ICEM L 9 5] “almost surely negligible” 4 D TH -7z, LHEWEINT
Wa D COMROLTIZE DL, vas A FAFRERBICERIEIT
LTw72gAH [BIA] “another man™® 12&3L L, ¥ ICHBERL
SEEE 2 B LD 2 L d, ML LWBETHH- T,

FITEHLZZWDWER, {2 AVviZyagf P Fhizhkl/ —=
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v« ~7 (Norman Haire, 1892-1952) % 3[EFiTH B, /—~> « ~T
EnoTh, BETREZRSXILEDHBICHAIZEO TV BLETT,

WOITENESNIEET, 4 24 VFRIZBWT LY 284 FFHo
BMIEZELLTERINEEITT, SRETRLEALRLLNEZ LA
PolEvosThEnThsr). Lrl, BANEMNEEC—KE -2
ZONBIZHEROEIEFELN, DPLFELIBRHIY:-TAHAB L,
HSI9HEAT AR A & 20 AT AT 1 201 TREEE L 2B A o EEICEC 5L,
HAMAREE CHETEME2ER L Tl bbb - TL B, tRITNGEE,
BAEFOBRLBLLTBEENIANE L THLNTEY, R OKEEL
IZDOWTEDIEE, FORLIBREANLERICENTLILIEITELVDT
hb, BEFENZIE, BEDA A VAE, ZOEHICEENH LT
CERICHERI L T2 ed, FAT4 9 R 7Fy Fra—%i3Lok
TAHREE I BICE>THLMZINDOH B LT, FFon@h 7,

E¥ by, —RBAZBRLEZNVEBRNLHSVICTELWEEDNR
A 24k =2y NTORREY, MR LERERTHELZEL TS
BDOTIE A5, EPCRALZEDL P ENANLELDL L > T
DT, 2ANBERTAHBZENIDEFIBERDLNWIENEHICAEZLE»L L
N, LAL, 5 2EEFEE V) URENXER L/ YT 74 LOHIZE
EHLTAZE, RALRLIERL T RLBErIL2rb) 2L, BED
B H@AEI B EL TS AL LEELNTH S,

HRTIE, /=~  ATHA =2V EOBRTH Lc&REEZ, QY=
FAFAFHROBIH, QFANBENDEELLXKED LA, DKL
)L +==> (Ethel Mannin, 1900-1984) D#Ei#, QREEE¥HE~D
BAE, L) 3ODBELLBREL, Ehicvas A FnFhoiEs T
BWHEOME 2R L2 LT, 4 24 VHEERL W) YEEOKE 2 BH
DA L DRTY Y A T RBRO—WrEIZ, X2BHTHZ L% H
MeEd 5,
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1. /—==2 A7

FNTIE, /== AT LR LN TH -T2 2Hb20,
FHOICHEO—HEBERLTALS,S

J ==« ~NTIE, 18924, ¥ F=—THAET S, ¥ F=—K¥FK¥k
TEFELDFM 2 RFR, F1RREPRIF -5 TEOHEEL L
THEE, 19194, W3R L, MHEE L ERBNRESIHENINICRESET S, 21
F, REVOBHLL > 5 —%2RILL, TALARTINT LTH»ERHIR
SBICEERFRL LTHF, 224, or FTHRAPANAE 5 RIERERH
REBORLELEOEREHED L, 244, BRI/ =2A VEHEET LI LI
% 5F(E [BIFR] Rejuvenation % Wk, 254, TX VA LA+ 7% #EHE
MATL, —2—3—27 TH»N/28 6 BIERERKRRCEENAREL L
THET 5, 265, V) THR2NZE 1 R RE R ERERE
International Congress of the World League for Sexual Reform 2240,
294F, v F U TH»NE 3 FItEREFRREERSB|ORK., 344,
[MExsERIE] Encyclopaedia of Sexual Knowledge DRET 2 B
%,

9 LTHIEENRBLEITETRBLTASL YL, /=2 « ATHn
L) BHRF sexology & MIIN L 53 THRBRIVICGEEI LAY TH S
ErbroTL %,

R, HICBEL 2 EREEENICHET L2 L2 HIFL, 20tHicwm
SRICHSL L 72 TH 5. BREDBEICOWTIE, 8 3 IMERE R FE
HEBRSEBOBRELZHED/ —2> - ATHLY, BADOBREHHTRD
£ ICHBIZBRTH20T, FIALTAL ),

The orthodox code has been formulated largely by professional
theologians who are concerned more with the future life than with

our life here on earth. We feel that the time has come when we



must revise our sex standards in the light of present-day science
and ethics, and reformulate them so that they may be adapted for
people who are aiming at the health and happiness of themselves
and of society in general...Most of them [the individual points]

deal with the betterment of marriage and divorce, the position of
the mother and child, and with the improvement of the race(my

emphasis) .’

MEDHE ] 2EFHOICH > TE72 [Mys] WED [EHN LR
BPEREEL, o012 R KB L723 L W GEEE L L, 20 [
FLER] PAET L —NPURFROELHNTH 72, 194D
a7 b TER, HESIBEOFME R BIESEIR EHFEL Tzt
£y, iR, K74 72 P T7T=Xa0iErEmT 5 ez, e
BRAMLZZ VG, RO LAMITE2INTHL EMREMWINS L
), HMrEELeEINVOMAERREEN TS EERT S £9 12
o tzht, ZOMNLTEBICAHT S 1 ODORInE LTI L 2o hgERE
Thotnts, b

ZITHRICEELLZIREZ WL, TABHRER] tWIXETH
5, [\HEKR] 248T50 51203, 4%, AEOBLERBRIrEEL T
72030, EEE, KEFENZE Lko 19 REREE, EEANZC T
HEEBRLOOH 2D TR WRLELTW, 512, KEFHNHRF
LAEIZHEU TREROBER FRU LOBEROMERE > Tzl
L, NEOBLEBICVSZ I HEEZMT T, £2T, [AERAR]
2R A :OOBERER L L TRIEI NP, BEXETH L. RIESID
F 4 —NW X+ #—77 4 (Charles Darwin, 1809-1882) M fEH 75 » &
Z « =)L } >~ (Francis Galton, 1822-1911) T, 18834NZ L Th -7,
S OB, 20HHEIC 5 T b RRMLIEEI 2 BT 5, °

Hey— 4 VEROBEEEFEEZRBEE T AEERE, BF, 221CK



L2 5 A FAFHOW 5
Iz, —HILEED NS LR - iz BER T 5 EDEAS posi-
tive eugenics TH 1, Mh IIFFEEDOPER - IR ZEH T 2 H0EA ¢
negative eugenics T#H 3, AL V) XF N TAEEE TEOBAT &
“an old-fashioned Liberal...an opponent of egalitarianism”™ % B4 %
=TI, TCRUEABEHRLLZWL ), HE3HEE Haw
] ICEEIICHETEMNE2 238 5] “society compels you to
submit to sterilization, so that you may no longer contaminate the
race” LEMILLuHSH, HOBE¥EXRL, 2RE2EFCBLANT
»H5,

PDEnZ s, /=2« ~NTH20HACH IS RE L 2R 58
TEBL, AvHeo [EFREER] 2EHT I —RE LTHREFHRLzRA
A, AR TAERR] 0—RELTHEFHEELCEMTHELZ L %,
MR TE2IT, RA— AP RETFREFETRETF»TI 83, F
Rl onlrd Lewd, AL MR aBI N EBEEL[ER
BWMTHLIE2BBTLE, UL LLIHFRLILTRTWEHRLT
EDDTIEEDPA) e R, L% 0HETMLMFETFMI, 1ZAOK
—HDENEZH D LDD, KK, BMINZRFE—-LDTH 72,

2. Y aBZAFTNFM

£ 2 AL 284 FNFMEZIT 0T, 19348 4 AN £ TH
b, FNEDALEL 7Y CHBEPROFANIHSIRANELZHH L Tz,
FOBOEFEE a7 « k— RN LG I LT 5B,

He [Yeats] called upon a friend in a dejected mood, seeming very
much out-of-sorts and saying that he had no wish for prolonged life
unless he could re-create himself continually...and this friend de-
scribed the contents of Steinach’s book with great impressiveness

and the appropriate gesticulations. He hurried away to read the



volume in the Trinity College Library. Then after consultation with
a doctor..., he made his own decision and went to London to
undergo the operation. His friend had merely thought to entertain
him with the account of a novelty and was astonished when, a
month or two later, he strode into his office looking like another

man and said, ‘I had it done’ (my emphasis).'?

AZAVIFRARECOMNAZITHLHT, THE2FHAIE] Liwr &
N, IO LEEIBEBIEIPTWEIRBLHEFL TEAT %, £AZ2H
WRRAY, TUGRFEFITY 284 FAFMER->T2RITOWTET L, &F
MNHBSR, BIRZBELTHN, TSIV =F 1 - A vy VREEICH
mE, HEYycEE@ELIZEW ),

ZORZE, /=2y ATHI24ECHIR L EFE [HFE] TH-o
oo BT, WAL 2 IAFAFMERELIZ2ADBEDLHFGOMIZ,
BOEMIZBHICE b 284 FAFMOEHKLBEBESINT W,
IR R B RTRF L DL o728 A2 —53, 4 =4 VoK%
Bz L 6 2R ELTOABETEILZY, FART 3o Fr
R, S =2 AT OFMEZG, %H, [JIAl 0T L {RKADHE
BHcEEH L2209 kB

ZHZL 284 FHE, 2AKOBEDI LR AH LI
BI50D, o THMAFMTH b, TOFMCHBILEYITEE5R
724 4% « 2% 4+~ (Eugen Steinach, 1861-1944) {3, 74 — ¥ K
HHIR TS WREDWERTH 72, RV E LD S50 EYDFHE LT
HPRETLIBELRFTHLI L2 RA LML, 1 RTF v 2HHE
FTHRHDIRERBERLVECEMBTAEIEIR#ELTR, £LT,
WEEE L TBAPEL, FOBOTHERILVE Y OHEEI BT
bZt%, §MMFERTINELIZDTH S, ¥ 274+ Fvid, 1918411
A, MHTABIBAINZDL, 206807 4 —viZBWTLCfThi



v a g A FFR0E 7
P20 7205, REEEMMB LV 2 XL, TTRIFEEMNTITONTW2DT,
v af A FATMEEMACRIMLOEFH LY LDOTIE L7, EnEn
X, va g AT FMOBE, BE 1IEAOBETTEH 2L H0n
TH b,

Technically, the Steinach operation was a vasectomy....It should be
noted that, unlike a bilateral vasectomy performed to bring about
sterilization, the Steinach operation did not necessarily sterilize
the patient because sometimes only one vas was ligated...he
[Steinach] proposed unilateral ligation in the trials on human

beings.!*

BT/ =2 o ~TUE, £ 24 VDMBOKIRERET L5720, HbHH
WEREEFACHEI L, 2okELE, MK Vr—F )Xozt
e THD, KklE, v—Tv b+ 5 Fvy 27 (Margot Ruddock)
Rrkry—-+721 X)) — (Dorothy Wellesley) & E£ICBEFENAL =4
PHLIERLFEI 72, FHhir o 18349, 1935412198t~
ZURDFHADFRETL L, BEA A4 Vv —EBHi~T-REE>=D,
MR LELS H N IF L =BRFIER L LT 52— [BERICFEEENT
2 6 BGEMSE, HEEFVS TR, KWIERLATWES, ~THLE
L7z h, kB3 F&TL2] “A few weeks after I wrote to you I
became well enough for work and pleasure. Haire examined me...and
approved my state.”,'> 4, TN 2= 3L 24 VIZOWTEIAEL
T35, RO—HI2 AP VRABRICH 722 L 2WiE-T D
—— [RIZIEV 4 v PDELDELTRLZ-ETOEEIHN L7,
S4ER, ALIBE L BEICRM L E L72] “He had flashes of wit and a
bawdy sense of humour. For three years I knew him intimately.”

(Mannin’s emphases).'® 2Dk JIZFMENA =4 & [EHE 2L
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LTwh== o 2iie, Hihy 2 s 4P FMmomizils Ltk
Y, FOEEBHEIELOTEVEVLELEEBLVWTHLH Y

3. 1MV e BEER

= c ANTHRLAEZEEELTL) 1 2ERTHLENH LD,
4 = 4V H19364E11H 2 A ICBEFMESNA2THICEL, RELL»Y
LR WHBHhTHL, 75y Fia—ifE2ld, FAPMAICALLE
WMHEFBRLI BN TH S5, ARLRICHEL?ZITAYPFWLLTH
12, ZOND 1AL LTEBESER2D 720 —Th-2 /) —22 « AT %
BIFLIENTEL LNV,

If Yeats was drawn to the Eugenics Society through the influence
of specific individuals, he was acquainted with at least two people
from whom he could have learned of its aims and activities.
Norman Haire was a Fellow of the Eugenics Society from 1921
until 1934, the year in which he performed Yeats’s Steinach opera-
tion and resigned from the Society over what he took to be its

position with regard to voluntary sterilisation.'®

WD) =2y s NTII9MEICEEFHLERE S L T 5, Bk L7z &
I, WEHENZLAEEOHREZ BIRTANBEEFEZFL, [NED
Hi] 2HIETA22OWEFME2ERL T2, 2L, BES
HEBEENDEYMFEEHEY 2 YT >~ ¢« 2~y 2 2 — (Julian Huxley,
1887-1975) 7Zc X3, HIRERY- AR Z2£(3H < T THRBEM L ERICHK
T2LDTHY), HENLZERZL->THREINLLDOTII LW EFEEL,
BHREFMEZHH LTz, / —=r « ATOBR2OFERITIE, WETFHZ
DN BEFH LR L O RBOMENH -2 59 72,

)=y s AT EANECICEEFEH2ICAS LI, =4 vh, BEN



v a g A FoFing 9
e FT [HH L L IHE V] “distinctly out of place" P& % Hav 72
ELTLEARBETIIZLWTH S ), FAIE, RBEFEOMBEE IS0 L
T On the Boiler (1939) 14X & L 72 % [ H @ ¥ 4] “To-
morrow’s Revolution” 28T, [bitbhofUIIHREIN T3]
“our generation is corrupt” # 5 W3 [ I —a v YEZEIOHWE THE
% L>2% %] “the principal European nations are degenerating in
body and in mind"® % v+ @#/ERL T, FEERDOAMLARKTEADFIRD
SEERWATE—H, T LAAED [HE] 2 Bl 2HIET2FBE
LT, MEFM2MmnIcEET 288I%—Hi%2 [Rlo LT oEfRf
IWERLTWERr6TH S,

..it may come by war & followed by various measures, such as
sterilization of the unfit to control the spawn what stupidity sur-

vives??!

4 =24 yd [HADES] 29T 25 LTHRULICLzDIL, BEFEHS
LB TLEEZEDLLELF - ¥+ v 7 (Raymond Cattell) o E/{E
[ EBREMED 72D DB The Fight for Our National Intelligence
(1937) THhotzo Fr v T3, BLEBLICHET X FOKRERZ
Z, MEDTEIFEITHTH Y, FNIEENLTERICEEL TV 5 L4
WOV, CoRENFBREBARMICHIEST 272012iE, WEFMEITH X
AR ERLTWANTH 2,7 COBBLBIBRERE X v v TV
CRFALZA =4S, /==« ~TRK, BEFH2OREBREICY
BN %I3FFELLRELTY, GRL22%THSH,

L2AT, MRHNET] 0BRICH2 THOIN] DA A=V 5T <
ICRET AU, B [EFKE3OXEE] “A Dialogue of Self and Soul”
(1928) DE2#ich bbb d [EADTRDENIN] “the frog-spawn
of a blind man’s ditch” (p.236) TH b, —RIBEL THMETHLITNE
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b, BELEREH PO [BOI] 04 A —Did, TEFR] »8E
LEFELTORREEZHINCKRRT IDICHIERL TSR L),
zhicx L, RO LT) Ry o] o4 -3, 27
FTA T T ADEEL, AL L) LIEEL TSR L), 4
MG ABEI R, ORNEIFVIIHREE L5, S2hbid [HLw
~Ny FThHEFNLEBLVEY] “Base-born products of base beds” (p.
327) OWFEIZF L L, FNEHILT 572D EWREFM 2 MriT 3L,
EEBICMSTELFAORSFTELNL LI ICBLN T 5% w, £
AGA 2 AV THotelrb, Ya¥7 - k—rick bk, wmbllrEZE»+
FA s FAVIZBOWTINFE LA (FLEOFAP L 294 F 1 FHliz R
PR POoERBINIEVIHICE TS L, [KlZE] LicoTldzr
39 W

He [Yeats] had read a great number of popular books on Hitler’s
Germany, and someone told him—he repeated it with great satis-
faction—that there was ‘a new law in that country whereby ancient
and impoverished families can recover their hereditary proper-

ties’.2

Bhhic

DEoi#imh o, 220K HERTHIELNTESL, 120, 124V
)=y ANTEDBICHTFET 2IRE L BHE L IMAP L) B, £
iz, $TIREL2R LIS, NEDOBILY S NBOBFE~DESE, *
NEFZFERT 5 —FRE L TOMSH L REE KT 5 MR F o ik
MEEETHD, b)) 1 OMRTE LI LI, WEFMLEEFML, H
BIZ &2, HMICBRILTH L W) EE, AAEb#ten [RFEE
F48] 2BRT 2ERRCUBEINIEREMTH HLE, LIFLIIFR—
DUEFREBRICLI S TENFITLENZDOTH 5,



vag AT FRDE 11

) LRERREICEE YL, £ 24 VDL 284 F FHEREE
BREFLTAHDE, RDOEI LI EHMTI2OTRERLS I 2, B,
T aZ A FoFMY, BEOFACEREZELAEFHZ 26T &0
FiZZe o728 0 ) BRTIE, BPCEPLWIEDNAEEZ b > T 507125,
Lo LEMBICIIFEERER L Th 72w ) BRTE, BuAOHIHE
EMOT NI ETHD, F213, bEbeq oA VBB - LIFHIC
FEEFICER L Tuedt, M v a g A FAFMPERAD T HEHEE i o
Twelll, FAPFFMEZIT LI LARKICL - T, URIIEEFR LW
I YD K ELBMONNT T4 L L DI —EDBMREY N FEATLE -
222 ETHBD

ZZTTIMELTE2LINIEZL 5% \Wwold, 20 ATHR ICEES
CIHERINBHEY, 1z AVDLI b0 IEFY) LHINDS [KE
K] 723 TId% <, »S—F—F + ¥ 3— (Bernard Shaw, 1856-1950),
H.G. 7z X (H.G. Wells, 1866-1946), ~7 oy 7 « =) X
(Havelock Ellis, 1859-1939) & w7 AEBh BT 2 AbicB W
TLHEELR LN ETH B, NEDRILY 5 NEOFE~DMUFE
(2, SO, BUARIZERDHZL L, RELNLDT,

FRICLTYH, /=2 - ~NTOREHRAIEA =24 VI3, BFRENT
a4 FaFMERIFIIEE, U, FASEMNICHEFREELT
HEZEEERHMLTWITTH S, 2L THIE, HENZAEH KT
LWREFME FRL2AGEED, LY EHEAZTHEOEERICHY,
THEILIHRTIUNTELL L>TLEIDTIE LA, LT
L3z ThAL I, bBAA, 424 VIFFMURET TII—5
—ZELIITFTDTH I 0, FORZALZIEEBHEEV, L2L,
SAHLR 2 B RS T X e RO LB = [Vt BATIEAD B %
LE@ L T2k - 2M¥E] “blood / That has not passed through any
huckster’s loin” (p.101) %, ZWAE€—F + 2> (Maud Gonne) (24t
5 [AELAED L] “a barren passion’s sake” (p.101) Wi &C
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LEH) e, MEDHEATINIBESL T 2B nwiEZLTA
5EE, REORMPMIANDOBMELT—BTLIILLTELVWDTIE
h A b

1450 A, BARAL =4 vi2E36EkS (20004£11H 4 H) BT 5%
REICBLTHELLZBERBICMEEEZRLZLDOTH 5,
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Synopsis

The Steinach Operation’s Shadow :
Yeats and Norman Haire

Shinichi Hagiwara

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate that Yeats’s involvement
with the Steinach Operation which Norman Haire performed on him in
April 1934 places him on the fringes of the world of eugenics.

The paper first refers to sexologist Norman Haire. The field of
sexology whose interest lay in achieving a scientific understanding of
sex was founded in the early years of the twentieth century and quickly
developed into an academic endeavor. Haire, aiming at the health and
happiness of society, threw himself vigorously into the movement of
sex education and birth control and was also attracted by the possibi-
lities of rejuvenation.

Secondly, the paper examines Yeats’s experience with the Steinach
Operation. Steinach was a celebrated professor of biology at the
University of Vienna. After having investigated the physiology of the
gonads, he came to the ultimate conclusion that hormonal action of the
gonads was the crucial factor in determining sexual function. Addi-
tional experiments led him to deduce that the ligation of the vas

deferens would have a rejuvenating effect. It is important to bear in
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mind that the Steinach Operation was simply a vasectomy resulting in
sterilization.

Thirdly, particular attention is paid to Yeats’s implication in
eugenics. Yeats joined the Eugenics Society in November 1936 probably
through the influence of Haire but soon resigned from the Society.
Raymond Cattell who took an extreme view of hereditary inheritance
and approved of sterilization made a significant contribution to Yeats’s
thought at this time. It would be no wonder that Yeats looked “distinct-
ly out of place” (Bradshaw) in the Society advocating environment-
oriented eugenics.

Finally, the paper concludes that Yeats’s involvement with the
Steinach Operation in 1934, the year of the enforcement of the Nazi
Sterilization Law, sets him within the broader context of the British

eugenics movement and thus has darker undertones.



