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Roles of Taxes and Premiums in Social Insurances of Health Care and Long-term Care

+J& LBA(Takero Doi)

AR T, DREOEFRER &N ERRIZBW T, RIEEEE & IS o EREEEICE B LT,
Bl RBRELOBIO®H 5 _REBEIRR LTI, ZOBLEND, RBIRIRIZIES  RBEK TE
DOREL, PGSR Z Bk U IR FE 2N R #E 2218 A B IR 2 O T AR BURk S %
EDICHMIZITY ZERRO LD, LovL, BUTHIE T, BlLRBEEI OB HERE>
BIF72snTIehole, 22T, ZOWRMMEEERL T, 2009 FEE O RbERGAH
Wtz AW e, RBRIFEEZ B L7546, ERERRTIIMAE 1 ANY720 o
AERRBREHTR 26. 4 T, MR TIEIE 1| SHHERRE 1 AN 472 0 OB EBEHTR
25.0 FHTHh D LMt END, £, ZHICHART, EBRICHIEL TODHRRE 1 A
720 S OERMREBEHT, ERRR Tl 46. 3%5| &, MR TIL59. 3%5| & L8> T 5
ZEDNRENT,

Abstract

This paper focuses on the insurance principle and income redistribution functions in
public insurance of health care and long-term care, and investigate how the burden of
taxes and insurance premiums should be set in Japan. Benefits of health care and
log-term care insurance are financed by taxes and premiums. However, differentiating
functions between taxes and insurance premiums in the current system is not
established clearly. From this perspective, the establishment of premium levels based
on the insurance principle and the reduction of insurance premiums using individuals
as tax revenue resources, who can ill afford to bear the burden of insurance premiums,
require further elucidation. Given this functional difference, an analysis, used “The
Cost of Social Security in Japan” in fiscal year 2009, estimates that if the insurance
principle fully prevails, the average annual premium in health care insurance per
subscriber i1s approximately JPY 264,000, whereas in long-term care insurance, the
average annual premium per Category I insured persons who are 65 years old or over is
approximately JPY 250,000. In comparison, this study indicates that the discounts on
average annual premiums per insured person actually levied are 46.3% for health care

insurance discounts and 59.3% for long-term care insurance.
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