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The Standpoint for Judging Marital Surname Choice
—With Clarifying the Axis of Confrontation—

Yuichiro Sakai

The purpose of this paper is to clarity the axis of confronta-
tion regarding the freedom of marital surname choice and to
seek for the standpoint for justifying the freedom. From analyz-
ing the discourses on the discussion of allowing marital couples
to choose separate surnames (Fuufu-besset) and my interview re-
search for couples with separate surnames, I attempt to show
the axis of confrontation and to examine the validity of legisla-
tion of this right.

We can largely identify the different and opposite positions as
four types: (A) those who insist that marital couples should have
the same surnames, (B) those who support the legislation of the
right for choosing separate marital surnames, (C) those who criti-
cize the present family register (koseki) and support an ideal soci-
ety based on the individuals, and (D) those who criticize the
family resister but also require the legislation of the right for mar-
ital surname choice.

With this classification, this study suggests the follows. First-
ly, we can not take history or tradition as the grounds for the ar-
gument. Secondly, we should not regard the freedom for choos-
ing separate surnames in the same light as requirement for equal-
ity of sexes, feminist ideals or individualism. In effect, some fem-
inists or individualists continue to criticize the legislation of the
right for choosing separate surnames.

This study also suggests that the freedom of marital surname
choice should be required in terms of not individualism but ‘indi-
vidual freedom’.
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