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Content Analysis and Audience Evaluation of TV Reports
on 2002 FIFA World Cup

% S e

Shigeru Hagiwara

Media coverage of nations and individual participants in 2002 FIFA World
Cup was measured by quantitative content analysis of selected TV news and
sports news programs broadcast nightly for a period of May 23-July 5, 2002.
Excepting Japan, South Korea, the co-host of the game, topped the list of foreign
nations, followed by Brazil, in terms of the length of coverage during the period.
Accordingly, more detailed qualitative content analysis was conducted to find
out how the nation, team, and people of South Korea were represented in these
TV reports. As for the coverage of individual participants, David Beckham of
England came to the top, followed by Philippe Troussier, Japanese team coach,
and Ronald, Brazilian ace striker. Furthermore, university students’ evaluation
of various aspects of media performance and outcome of the game was exam-
ined, based on the questionnaire survey conducted in October 2002, three
months after the game.
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