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Structural Change in Environmental Disruption and the

Emergence of ‘‘New Movements’’ in Postwar Japan:
A Preliminary Consideration

g =M

Saburo Hortkawa

Environmental protection has been one of the main issues of the jumin-undo, the res-
idents’ movements, since their emergence in the early 1960s. Similarly, strong environ-
mental concern also arose in the West in the same period. These movements were regarded
as “new” movements in contrast with labor and class movements, and have long provoked
the curiosity of researchers. In light of recent work on environmental issues and the
“theory of social dilemma”, this paper intends to outline the historical development of the
issue, The discussion is made, therefore, of the relation between structural transformation
of environmental problem and the “newness” of movements. The author demonstrates
that the emergence of “the dilemma state” in the 1970s affected goals and strategies of
the movements., Their goal in the 1960s was prosecution of polluters, and now it has
changed into self-management of their local environment., The author concludes that the
Japanese jumin-undo of the 1980s is the key movement able to deal with this new stage of

environmental crisis, namely, the emergence of “the dilemma state”.
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