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A Study of the History of “Seinen-Dan”
before the World War II, Japan

S )

[ Fj 5w fE
Katsuyoshi Tanaka
i L

Hajime Funada

Sl

“Seinen-Dan” was a kind of young men’s association which existed in every Japanese

rural community before the World War 1I.

It is said that it has its origin in “Wakamono-

Gumi”—also a kind of young men’s association which came out spontaneously in many rural

communities in Tokugawa, Japan.

“Seinen-Dan” was brought up by the Government as the most popular organization of
social education after the Russo-Japanese War. And it was expected to reinforce the rule of

the Tenno system in the rural community.

This paper will analyze the changing process from *“Wakamono-Gumi” to “Seinen-Dan”
and the way how the Government brought it up, in order to clarify the function and the

character of it.
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