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The Ministry of Education have detailed the new pre-service teacher preparation program to be
implemented in 2019 at universities throughout Japan. Currently, the curriculum re-accreditation
procedure is underway. Going forward, the curriculum for pre-service teacher preparation will be
tightly controlled by this policy direction, making it difficult for private universities like ours to train
pre-service teachers. After the Second World War, Japan reformed the closed system in which
only normal schools trained pre-service teachers to create an open system in which all universities
are allowed to train pre-service teachers. However, this current system is facing a crisis.
Confronting the situation of today's pre-service teacher preparation, this research aimed to develop
and propose our own pre-service teacher education model (i.e., the Keio Model). The research
considered factors such as the 30-year history of the Keio University Teacher Training Center's
open pre-service teacher education, 10 years of sophisticated pre-service teacher preparation
practice provided through the university's minor course (school education course), and results of
the Pre-service Teacher Training Good Practices.

As a three-year research project, we reviewed previous studies on teacher education in Japan and
overseas and collected information from experts to analyze the philosophy and reality of teacher
education, examine pre-service teacher training policies in Japan and overseas, and evaluate the
curricula related to the practices of Keio University Teacher Training Center. Based on these
research results, we also clarified the originality of the teacher education philosophy and practice
at our university and substantiated the proposal for an open pre-service teacher preparation
curriculum (Keio Model).

The significance of this research is as follows. (1) It is a unique case study to clarify the meaning
and issue of open pre-service teacher preparation at general universities and research universities,
and contributes by adding knowledge on teacher education in Japan. (2) By reforming the
curriculum including establishing special courses and demonstrating concrete potential for
promoting pre-service teacher training based on the university's unique philosophy, the research
proposes how to conduct pre-service teacher training — particularly pre-service junior high school




teacher preparation— at general universities. (3) The research highlights the possibility that the pre
service teacher preparation system—that is, the Keio University Teacher Training Center style
(Keio Model) premised on keeping the system open—raises questions regarding the discussion on
the future of pre-service teacher preparation at universities.
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The Ministry of Education have detailed the new pre—service teacher preparation program to be implemented in 2019 at universities
throughout Japan. Currently, the curriculum re—accreditation procedure is underway. Going forward, the curriculum for pre—service
teacher preparation will be tightly controlled by this policy direction, making it difficult for private universities like ours to train pre—
service teachers. After the Second World War, Japan reformed the closed system in which only normal schools trained pre—service
teachers to create an open system in which all universities are allowed to train pre—service teachers. However, this current system is
facing a crisis.

Confronting the situation of today’ s pre—service teacher preparation, this research aimed to develop and propose our own pre-
service teacher education model (i.e., the Keio Model). The research considered factors such as the 30-year history of the Keio
University Teacher Training Center’ s open pre—service teacher education, 10 years of sophisticated pre—service teacher preparation
practice provided through the university’ s minor course (school education course), and results of the Pre—service Teacher Training
Good Practices.

As a three—year research project, we reviewed previous studies on teacher education in Japan and overseas and collected
information from experts to analyze the philosophy and reality of teacher education, examine pre—service teacher training policies in
Japan and overseas, and evaluate the curricula related to the practices of Keio University Teacher Training Center. Based on these
research results, we also clarified the originality of the teacher education philosophy and practice at our university and substantiated
the proposal for an open pre—service teacher preparation curriculum (Keio Model).

The significance of this research is as follows. (1) It is a unique case study to clarify the meaning and issue of open pre-service
teacher preparation at general universities and research universities, and contributes by adding knowledge on teacher education in
Japan. (2) By reforming the curriculum including establishing special courses and demonstrating concrete potential for promoting pre—
service teacher training based on the university’ s unique philosophy, the research proposes how to conduct pre—service teacher
training—particularly pre—service junior high school teacher preparation—at general universities. (3) The research highlights the
possibility that the pre—service teacher preparation system—that is, the Keio University Teacher Training Center style (Keio Model)
premised on keeping the system open—raises questions regarding the discussion on the future of pre—service teacher preparation at
universities.
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